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The Idler—and the perfumed paint 


This exotic imagery makes even less sense when it turns out that the idler 
is one of a busy set of conveyor rollers mounted on ball bearings, and the 
perfumed paint a popular housewives’ paint which spreads itself evenly 
and smells of spring flowers as it dries. Nevertheless, these divers manu- 
facturers have one thing in common: both are made by companies in two 
of the seven Divisions of Tube Investments. 

The symbol TI covers a multitude of products that have an impact on 
industrial and everyday life—from electrical cookers to rolling mills, skip 
heists to building skeletons, precision tubes in hundreds of shapes and 


sizes to aluminium sheet and components for the nuclear energy industry. 


The TI Cycle Division, for instance, is the largest manufacturing unit of its type in 
the world. It provides bicycles, tricycles, tandems, mo-peds, light motor-cycles, side- 
cars and a wide range of bicycle and motor-cycle parts. That is one TI Division 
among the seven which serve the world: Steel Tube Division, Engineering Division. 
Electrical Division, Aluminium Division, Steel Division, Cycle Division, General Division. 


Tube Investments Limited 


The Adelphi. London, W.C.2. Trafalgar 5633 
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We all know the end of this proverb but, taken 
literally, neither the pence nor the pounds which 
should follow can take care of themselves. By all 
means watch your expenditure and save when 
you can, but de it through the medium of a bank- 
ing account and make your money earn its keep. 
There are so many useful services to call upen and 
with the C.W.S Bank you will find the terms 
favourable. 
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Travel by Air France Viscounts, the specdies 
and most comfortable holiday airline in ' 
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NEW LOOK IN THE U.SS.R. 


Last summer I met « Soviet journalist in London who spoke 
of Moscow's “terrible mistakes" - an astonishing phrase from 
an orthodox representative of a hitherto infallible church, 
When I talked about the Commmist betrayal of 1939, about 
members of the Resistance done to death by the Commmists, 
about the idiocy of the purges, and about a foreign policy 
which had done as much as Dulles to make peace « dirty word, 
he said “Don't you think you should say all this in Moscow? 
I told him that I had reason to believe that I should not 
get a visa from the Soviet Embassy, My visitor snorted and 
advised me to ask for a visa in Helsinki and promised that I 
should have full opportunity of presenting my indictment be- 
fore an audience of literary men and intellectuals in Mosoar, 


He was as good as his word, My visit was short but I was 
able to satisfy myself that Stalin's personal dictatorship 
had given way to “collective leadership"; that the Commun- 
ist Party, again in the saddle, was able, as it had been be- 
fore Stalin destroyed its independence, to disouss policy 
and that the political police had lost moh of its lawless 
power, There was clearly a new flexibility in the U.5.5.R., 
far less fear and a dominant desire to avoid war, Never for 
a moment, of course, has there been any change in the faith 
that world Commmism is the objective and that sooner or 
later it mst triumh, 


This visit prepared my mind for mh new doctrine enunci- 
ated at the twentieth Congress, But I admit I did not ex- 
pect so forthright a repudiation of Stalinism, or a state- 
ment of doctrine that in some respects revises Lenin and Marx, 
Commmism, the Kremlin leaders now explain, must cease to 
be “soholastic®, As Suslov put it, "Addicts of the oult of 
personality (the new phrase for the personal despotism of 
Stalin) asoribed the development of Marxist theory to indi- 
vidual personalities only, and relied entirely upon them; 
all other mortals had allegedly only to study and popularize 
what these single personalities created", Thus, for in- 
stance, the two basic textbooks used in Soviet achools and 
colleges, sponsored by Stalin, had aeliberavely distorted 
facts, misinterpreted Lenin, and interpreted historical 
events in terms of individual treachery “instead of the 
changing relations of olass forces", 


The first great novelty then is to admit fallibility, 
The second, as Krushchev emphasised, is to restore freedom 
of discussion and responsibility to party members who must, 
he said, fully identify themselves with the machinery of gov- 
erment, He emphasised particularly that the secret police 
apparatus had been dismantled or taken over by the party; 
oriminal prosecutions were now, he said, conducted through 
official legal channels, It war admitted that at least two 
party leaders had been unjustly done to death by Stalin, but 
everyone in the audience must have called to mind the names 
of many more comrades who had been murdered and some may 
even have wondered whether they should not get up and stand 
in reverent memory for a long list of loyal party members 
from Bukharin to Otto Kats who had been liquidated, Now 
they were told: “Our party, State and trade union organisa- 
tions must vigilantly see to it that Soviet laws are ob- 
served and mist expose everyone who violates Socialist laws 
and the rights of Soviet citizens", Mikoyan, who added 
that juridical study had been neglected under Stalin, fur- 
ther complained that the government was not receiving proper 
help from academic sources, He said there were at least 15 
scientific institutions in the U.5. whose job was to »« 
the economy of the Soviet Union, but none in Russia itself! 


Russia then is to go back to the dictatorship of the pro- 
letariat ~ which means the rule of the Commmist Party, 
whose rank and file may now, through discussion, have even 
been able to play some part in the reappraisal of Marx- 
Leninism at the twentieth Congress, These theoretical 
changes will need careful study, There appear to be three 
outstanding changes of doctrine, The first is that war is 
not inevitable = in spite of Lenin's decisive warning to the 
opposite effect, Krushohev said: “There are now powerful 
social and political forces commanding moans great enough to 
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revent the imperialists from unleashing war": He relied, 
t seemed, on the “magnetic” appeal. of Soviet Commumism to 
people all over the world and suggested that even if war 
came it would destroy capitalism, not civilisation, because 
the peace-loving people would stop it: in time, However the 
great point is that he no longer believes it to be inevit- 
able, Secondly, “Lenin's thesis of the decay of imperial- 
igm should not be accepted in a simplified fashion", Cap- 
itealiem will not necessarily oollapse and wealth has in- 
oreased, not decreased, in the West, [Krushohev pointed out 
that although the U.S.5.R.is now inoreasing ite output three 
times as fast as America, production per head in Russia is 
still lower than in “the leading capitalist countries", 
Russia should “study all the best that soience and technique: 
yield in the world of capitalian". 


A third admission is at least equally importent, "Funda- 
mental changes that are now taking place in the world arena" 
have mede it possible for Socialism to be established 
through’ parliamentary action in areas where capitalism is 
relatively weak, How far is thie a basio revision of Marx 
himself - at least as interpreted by Leninism? Does it let 
in the "reformist" heresy of Socialeiemoorats? Does it mean 
no more than that a violent revolution is not, according to 
Communist doctrine, necessary in ex-colonies such as India 
and will not be necessary, for instance, in colonial count- 
ries which should be able to choose Commmism when imperia- 
lism retreats? Or could this dootrine also mean that, in 
an industrial country like Prance, the working classes might 
through parliament find themselves in a position to exercise 
power without civil war? Krushchev's further advocacy of 
popular fronts and his advice to tham to seek Socialism by 
their own methods also seemed to imply that the workers may 
win their battles for Socialism by means that the Communists 
have hitherto derided, If this is a true interpretation a 
further rider of great importance follows: not only must 
the usual methods of Communism be discarded, but also the 
conception that Commmism as understood in the Soviet Union 
is the only Socialism, The results of Socialism obtained 
by parliamentary means may not resemble Soviet Commmisn, 


It is this last admission, that there are many roads to 
Socialism, which is the most important of all the changes in 
Commmist dootrine, Tite's quarrel with Stalin was one of 
the most important events of our generation, The Comaunist 
leaders now see that Marx gravely underestimated the power 
of nationalism, Though Stalin theoretically understood its 
importance - at any rate in Georgia - his policy towards the 
West succeeded only in uniting the anti-Communist forces, 


This restatement of Commmist philosophy presents a new 
challenge to the western world, ‘The meaning of "Communist 
competition"is clear, It is a resolute effort to persuade 
the non-committed countrics that Commmism offers more hope 
than the West, Krushchev roughly divides the world into 
the Communist countries; countries in which capitalien is 


still strong enough to force a violent struggle on th 
workers; and countries which are not yet committed to either 
bloc, Different tactics are needed in each country which 


has not yet attained Socialiam, Western Social-democrats, 
one hopes, will now be able to think out their own policy 
without the constant preoccupation with a struggle against 
Communist parties which have hitherto regarded themselves as 
the servants of an inspired dootrinn and a foreign govern- 
nent, Nor is that all, If colleotive leadership and the 
supremacy of the party prove really to have been re-estab- 
lished in Moscow, western Socialists may be able once more 
to engage Commmiste in dialectinal discussion, When 
Krushchev and Bulganin pay their visit here in April they 
should be subjected neither to abuse nor to adulation but to 
severe cross-exemination, That is the only way in which tw» 
correct interpretation of the new dogma oan be established, 
just as only Soviet practice can prove its sincerity, Every- 
thing should be done to show them the harm thet doctrinaire 
Commmism has done to British Socialism, They may becom 
aware thet the Socialism British workers want will not be 
that which Commmists have built in Russia and that both the 
ends of Socialism and the methods of attaining it mst be 
conditioned by the fact that we are a country with a great 
democratic tradition, 
KINGSLEY MARTIN 





LABOURS ECONOMIC DILEMMA 


"The sky is bleck with ohickens coming home to roost”. 
So a witty diplomat commented to the League of Nations 
at the time of the Abyssinian war, The economic clouds 
which obsoure the British scene today oan be justly ascribed 


to a similer cause, Seldom has a Commons motion of censure 
been more justified than that which last week oriticised the 
government's handling of the economic situation, The 
opposition front-bench spokesmen ~ and pertioulerly Mr. 


Douglas Jay = were able to demonstrate in the most oarvinc ing 
terms that the present stagnation in our export trade ai 
last year’s run on our gold reserves were directly oecasioned 
by the policies ani electoral tactics of the government, 


Nor in that the whole charge, It is by no means certain 
that even now lr, “acmillan's remedies will prove effective, 
This orisis is very similar in its interns] effects to those 
which have preceded it in the post-war years, But it hae 
hit us at a time of year when our trade balance is expected 
te be relatively favourable; and it is therefore wise to 
assume that, unless drastic action is taken now, the situation 
by the eutumm will be dangerous, Mr, Macmillan's measures 
therefore mst be judged primarily for their short term 
effect - especially since it is a reasonable surmise thet 
hr, Butler's oredit squeeze will be fully effeotive by the 
end of the year, It is an open secret that opposition 
inside the Cabinet @ainly from Mr, Butler and Lord Salisbury, 
who as usual carried the Prime Minister) prevented Ur, Mac- 
millan from reintroducing some of the direct physical controls 
which he is known to favour, At the same time the Chancel 
lor had to face a revolt of the bankers, who strongly 
objected to carrying the whole burden of government fiscal 
policy by themselves, and the fierce resentment of the 
"little men" of commerce and industry, who feel they have 
received a very raw deal from a Tory government, 


Mr, Maomillan's policy bears the mark of all these pres- 
sures, A bank rate of even 5g per cent is clearly a com- 
promise figure, inadequate for its emergency purpose without 
the buttress of physical controls; and Tory dogma has re- 
fused the vhysical controls, except in the public sector 
of the economy, It is probable that this compromise will 
fail te do its job in purely economic terms; and it is 
certain that such economies as are made will be largely at 
the expense of the most socially desirable projects in the 
field of municipal responsibility, and the most productive 
investment in the nationalised industries, As Mr, Harold 
Wilson shrewdly observed, the Government is reacting to the 
crisis by “selling the seed corn", 


So moh then for the vote of censure, In parliamentary 
terms the opposition made its case effectively and justly. 
But there are other terms in which Labour cannot afford to 
be complacent, Granted that thie is the least necessary 
and worst handled of all the postewar orises, the fact 
remains that Britain has been living in a state of chronic 
unbalance and recurring orisis ever since the end of the war, 
No government has been very successful at applying any reme- 
dies other than first aid; and the reason is that each party 
is inhibited by politios from applying the economic solutions 
which its dogma suggests. 


The Tory remedy for an inflation caused by excessive con~- 
sumer demand is a harsh monetary deflation with considerable 
unemployment, Economically this could be effective; but 
politically it ie at present ruled out hhowever mich individ- 
ual Tories may desire it) because it is electorally vital 
for the party to live down its past bad name, The Socialist 
romedy fe a planned economy in which the government takes 
full responsibility for establishing the social and economic 
priorities, In the present ciroumstances productive invest- 
ment would have to stand at the top of the list, and the 
commnity as a whole would have to accept a reduction in 
the rate of current consumption, This solution also would be 
economically viable; but the Labour leadership, frightened 
of the political consequences of a reputation for sterile 
austerity, have been too timid about facing its electoral 
consequences, The most significant feature of recent pub- 
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lic opinion polls =< and last month's by-elections tend to 
reinforce this view - is that the Labour Party hag notebly 
failed to pick up what the Tories have lost, Public opinion 
is discontented with Sir Anthony Eden and as yet sees no 
particuler reason why it should trust Mr, Gaitskell, This 
is the measure of the task which confronts the new leaders 
if they are ever to lead their party to decisive success as 
Earl Attlee did in 1945, 


There is no shortcut solution, The Socialist economic 
analysis af Britain's problem is the correct one, and it 
must be presented to the electorate in such a form that it 
oan be accepted, The task is made a little easier by the 
fact that ordinary workingolass families are, under the im- 
pact of a Tory government, beginning at last to realise that 
the instability of the British economy is rapidly eroding 
the sooial gains they made between 1940 and 1950, Moreover 
eusterity, which in one form or another is the only alterna- 
tive to an old-fashioned deflation, need not. be (or seem to 
be) a purely restrictionist dispensation, Provided it is 
accompanied by the most vigorous measures to redistribute 
purchasing power, it can be presented as the only socially 
ecceptable means of increasing the national wealth at the 
necessary rate, 


first, however, Labour mst formlate its strategy. A 
return to Crippsian import cuts within the framework df a bi- 
partisan social policy is inadequate, The Socialist cam- 
paign against inflation mist be planned on four fronts, First 
the social priorities mist be established: if people are to 
be asked to struggle and endure for an ideal, they mst see 
the ideal taking shape as the struggle continues, Secondly, 
all sections of the party mst re-exemine the concrete pro- 
blems of imposing a social plen on our present comparatively 
anarchic economic organisation, Here is one of the most 
potent arguments for public omership in industry, Govern= 
ment planning betveen 1945 arid 195] was less effective - and 
more resented ~ than it need have been, because far too moh 
depended on restrictive controls applied to reluctant indus- 
trialiste and far too little on positive injunctions to 
nationalised industries, Thirdly, the government axe 
cannot be allowed to fall so heavily as it has done in the 
past under both parties on investment and the most important 
social projects, Defence iq the tree which is waiting to 
be pruned, The opposition has correctly pilloried many of 
the absurdities in the current White Paper; but its owm 
record is bad, Over the last eight years it has either 
sponsored or supported policies which have left the country 
almost bankrupt and almost defenceless: even this week its 
motion of censure did not really face the fact that « social- 
ist economic plen mst be based on drastic defence cuts, 


Finally, a whole series of events since the American loan 
in 1945 has made this country inoreasingly dependent on 4 
pattern of trade dictated by the U.5. Whole areas of the 
world are closed to us: convertibility, however distant, is 
the accepted obligation, It may be arguable how necessary 
the decisions which committed us to this pattern were when 
they were taken in the early postwar years, They are now 
totally out of accord with British interests and, indeed, 
with an international situation which has changed very con— 
siderably from the height of the cold war, A Labour 
government must refuse to acoept U.S. inepired limitations 
on its right to trade as it can, and mst bend every effort 
to securing new sources of food and raw materials, which can 
free us from our present dependence on the doller market, 
What can be achieved in this direction was shown by the 
switeh in the sources of our food supply which took place 
during Mr, Strachey's term of office at the Ministry of Fool, 
It was political rather than economic considerations which 
halted that trend, The need for it now to be resumed is at 
least as great as it was in 1948, 


With these considerations in mind, the Labour Party should 
not find it an impossible task to match its economic analysis 
and its political principles with its electoral needs. In 
the present circumstances courage may be the greatest of all 
the virtues, And those who are so obsessed with the need 
to re-think Socialist principles might be better engaged in 


ing to apply the existing ones to the ourrent situation. 
Th go Tha Tiisted in Contents) has had to be omitted. 
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LONDON DIARY 


Just 25 years » in the last week of February, 1931, the 
"New Statesman" “(rounded 1913) and “The Nation” (founded 
after the Liberal victory of 1906) were joined in holy wed- 
lock, It proved to be a marriage of true minds; the old 
Liberal nonconformist tradition, which Massingham's "Nation" 
had so splendidly maintained, had been reinforced after 1922 
by the new Liberalism of Enynes, Layton, and the Yellow Book; 
it now combined with the "New Statesman’ which was already 
the established organ of the unsentimental Fabianism of the 
Webbs and Bernard Shaw, Three years later a new element 
was added when Gerald Barry's “Weekend Review" came to an 
end and passed on to us some of its special features, inolu- 
ding “This England" and Competitions, Thus the paper re- 
presented all the main Socialist and Liberal movements of 
the 'Thirties, It has fought throughout for the civilising 
causes of our age. (H.W. Nevinson, I recall, wrote splen- 
didly against “hanging” in our second number), It also 
very greatly contributed ~-as I know from innumerable letters 
and conversations - to the success of Labour in 1945, On 
its literary and artistic side,under the guidance of writers 
like Raymond Mortimer, Desmond MacCarthy and David Garnett, 
it was able, because of its lack of inhibitions, to inolude 
among its contributors almost every well-known literary fig- 
ure in this country, Naturally we were planning this week to 
celebrate our silver wedding, and an issue of the journal, 
which will tell something of the story of these years can, | 
hope, be published soon after this miserable printing dis- 
pute is over, For the moment, I mst save up my stories of 
Shew and Wells, of Desmond MacCarthy, Robert Lynd and the 
rest, and be content with one anecdote about the selection 
of its Editor, 


. * + 


One day 25 years aco I had been invited to lunch by Arnold 
Bennett at the Savoy, of which he was a director, He called 
it the “Grand Babylon Hotel". He was also a directord 
the “New Statesman", and the other guests on this occasion 
were his fellow “New Statesman" directors, I was there to 
be vetted for my opinions and general presentability as a 
possible Editor of this journal, It was a difficult occasion 
for me because I wanted the job very badly, and it was the 
sort of lunch to distract one's attention from the serious 
matter in hand, Characteristically Bennett had ordered a 
lunch to impress, Maybe he was a little nervous - though 
not as nervous as I! Anyway his stammer seemed to out-run 
ite fame, In between remarks about the food and drink he 
would drop his jaw suddenly on his shirt-front and confront 
me with some such question as "What are your,..", another 
prodigios jaw drop,.."your politics?” The paté was really 
excellent, Cautiously, between mouthfuls, I said: "I should 
oall myself a Socialist", "I should .., hope so", he said, 
apparently astonished that I should express myself cautious- 
ly on so obvious a point, So Bennett was a keen Socialist, 
was he? Then the waiter brought in « huge fish on a magni- 
ficent silver platter, and Bennett's Socialism again fell 
into the background, "That's the fish from the Lake of 
Geneva", he commented to the waiter, “Really”, said Lees- 
Smith, trying to show appreciation, "Travel is so fast 
these days, I suppose they could catch it yesterday and 
bring it over by the night express", For once (air trans 
port was not so common in those days) I was quick on the up- 
take, "Oh, no”, I said, before Bennett could reply, "I ex- 
pect it was flown over this morning", “Of ... course”, said 
Bennett, with the most satisfied of jaw drops, And I knew 
I had got the job. 


I heard.an interesting point raised about the much cnewed- 
over problem of Dr, John, Nothing, one thought, remained 
to be said wa the subject, Some regard him as a psycho- 
logical case, many who have been immersed in secret intell- 
igence work lose their bearings, They get into a state of 
megalomania, forget “hom they sre working for, and t+ lieve 
they can get away with anything, When Or. John disappe-red 


into Bastern “vrmany it could be supposed that he had changed 
sides or, perhaps, always been on the other side, Or again, 
that he had decided that Germany's future lay with the Zast 
Some even thought that he might 


rather than with the ‘lest. 





| 





have been working for both sides, You can juggle with such 
theories mich more elaborately in the case of Dr, John than 
in the case of Burgess and Maclean, Then the new point was 
made that all seoret workers who are liable, as Dr, John 
clearly was, to be kidnapped or captured, learn a code phrase 
that tells their own side that they are “under control" and 
not really working for the enemy, Now, acoording to Dr. Jol, 
he was drugged and working under control of the Commmists 
until he could escape from Eastern Germany, In any case, 
it ie suggested, the German Minister of the Interior must 
be in possession of the truth because he knows whether in 
his broadcasts Dr, John ever did in fact use the code phrase 
But I don't find this altogether convincing, since it igat 
least possible that Dr. John's words were not his own; they 
may have been dictated and then recorded, In that case any 
additional phrase could have been deleted from the tape. 
Altogether Dr, John's example should inspire some wonderful 
"“who-dunnits" . 


I was looking forward last week to spronading myself about 
Tom Driberg's biorraphy of Lord Beaverbrook, Unlike other 
books which owed mich to information gathered from sources 
close to his Lordship, Driberg'se biography was not adver- 
tised on hoardings and was given the unusual honour of being 
serialised - Fleet Street says that the “Daily Express” paid 
£4,000 for the rights - in the Beaverbrook press, in a damag- 
ing rather than a welcoming spirit, It was shown in some 
small personal particulars to be inaccurate - which is 
strange in view of the fact that Driberg (for many years 
Villiam Hickey in the "Daily Express") has, in the last fow 
years, been frequently seen at Lord Beaverbrook's dinner 
parties, at his English mansions as well as in Nassau, The 
inaccuracies mst surcly come from sources close to lord 
Beaverbrook, and it is straining credulity to suggest that 
he has not himself had the opportunity of correcting then. 
Though Driberg has been accused of biting the hand that fed 
him, my own judgment is that he had taken great pains to got 
his facts right and hed paid full tribute to Beaverbrook's 
magnetic qualities and whimsical generosity, Presumably 
the reason why he dislikes the book is that throughout it 
there runs the theme that he is a rather pathetic failure, 
Driberg gives a fascinating accowat,which must surely have 
come from Lord Beavorbrook himself, of his “conversion” at 
en early age to the religion of Success, only to disoovor 
increasingly as the years went by that money and big ojrou- 
lations do not bring the reality of power or the permshence 
of friendship, In short, this biography, about which I 
hope to write mich more when there is space to do so, is 
really a kind of sermon designed to disabuse readers of the 
illusion of which lore Birkenhead was the victim when hs 
spoke of the glittering prises whioh were still to be won by 


those who had “sharp swords” «= and few scruples, Not all 
is pure gold that glitters, 
o . ” 

When the authorities decided to exterminate rabbite tiwre 
were protests even from those who did not see their slow and 
miserable death. That would follow from so considerable 
disturbance in the balance of nature? A recent oxample is 


reported from a district in Central Africa where hunters had 
greatly diminished the number of crocodiles - « loss which 
would not on the face of it seem a matter for tears, Dut 
the result was disconcerting, Edible fish almost dis- 
appeared; there .erc not enough crocodiles to eat the canni- 


bal fish, whi « were therefore eating the edible fish, So 
crocodile h.iting hed to be restricted, Now to return to 
rabbits, Farmers neturally foun’ that the removal of rab- 
bits, on which the foxes feed, has made it more important to 
lock the henhouse then the front door at night, But the 
unexpected development that the foxes are berinning t& 

rate. “ore than farmer has told me that in recent 
months rate have alm isappeared from their fern, The 
question now is “hat possible adverse effect would the dis- 
appearance of rats neve on the balance of nature? The ans~- 


wer appears to be none, Is a rat really on example of a 
creature which benefits no-one except members of its om 
tribe - apart fromthe parasites that feed on it? Even 
human beings - the createst enemies of other creatures = can 
be said to be us it least to dogs. 


( f 





DONT GO OUT TODAY 


"Did I see you in Beirut last month?” ‘Two Texans have met 
in the bar at the airport in Quayaquil, but there are Texans 
saying thie everywhere in South America where there is oil, 
There is oil an hour or so's flight down the Peruvian desert. 
The Americans had a base there during the war and kept an 
eye on the 20,000 Japanese smallholders in Peru who can make 
anything grow anywhere but never grow richer because, with 
the regularity of ritual, they drink the profits, The Chi- 
nese, brought in at the time of the great earthquake, sober- 
ly keep the grocer's shops, Wherever there is oil, inter- 
national currency troubles dwindle, With Venezuela far in 
the iead, Colombia and Peru are the solvent South American 
republics, There is rubber - stolen from Eouador = tea in 
the narrow gorges of the Andes, there is cotton and wol and 
there are mines, There is sugar, One estate is as large 
as Belgium, 


Peru, in a word, ie rich, Next door, Bolivia and Chile 
are on the rocks, Yet, if the boom drops and inflation is 
a snere, none of these countries is ruined, They are ell 
rich, their resources are hardly touched, they oan support 
themselves on some sort of level, The Indians can be no 
more wretched than they are; they are habituated to either 
the primitive or the feudal life, The real sufferers would 
be the slowly emerging poor middle class, the men with three 
jobs who live in the new “working class" flate, who go to 
the excellent new schools and universities and use the hos- 
pitals and libraries of Lima, It is they, mestizos many of 
them, who are quietly changing the country, 


It ia one of the South American jokes to say that the con- 
tinent has a great future, The Peruvian oan say that from 
a solid present, Yet he speaks from the most feudal, the 
most tradition-bound of the Spanish colonial societies. 
Chileans, Argentines, Brazilians regard him as a picturesque 
and absurdly rigid historical anomaly in the continent, Yor 
them, he is the Spaniard of 180, They think of the silver 
and scarlet of the guards outside the President's splenda~- 
cious marble palace; they think of the "forty families” of 
fabulous wealth who own and rule the country; they think of 
thoir set and inourious Spanish exclusiveness, their stiff- 
ness, their total, patriarchal intolerance of sooial change, 


Most South Americans of one state complain of the stand- 
offishness of South Americans of other states, but Peruvians, 
and especially the rich, are famous for their insulation, 
They have the viceregal inheritance, They have purely 
Spanish towns, 


The beauty of Peru is fabulous, One flies over more than 
a thousand miles of desert to Lima and the desert goes on 
into Chile afterwards, a flat narrow strip, from which the 
dark mountains abruptly rise, The foothills, honied by the 
sun, soon became sharp brown rangse that buttress the ele- 
phant grey oordillera and its unending caravan of snor-tented 
peaks floating in the clear air, The Humboldt current cools 
the coast and no rain falls in this region, In Lima no 
rain falle at all, But the tropical trees are rich, the 
florepondia swings its branches of swooning white bells, the 
banana flower hangs with obscene candour, the gardens and 
windows are filled with flowers, They grew in the heavy 
falling dew that, at five in the morning or through the 
night, faintly damps the pavements of the city. A glum 
cloud hangs over Lima for some hours of nearly every day, 
giving to its commercial streets something Londonish and 
indeed some Englishman has supplanted Cooa-cola there by a 
conoootion called Inca-Cola, The glum, jaunty commercial 
joke is quite fittingly British, 


Up in the mountains one will see the llamas, One will see 
as well the Indians in their markets, stupefied by coca 
leaf, drunk on chica or aguardiente, They stand in the 
misery of their shacks, The women hump their enormous 
loads, In the narrow valleys of the Andes one sees their 
strips of cultivation, The roads and railways are few and 
short, though the Peruvians are notable roadbuilders in the 
Continent, A large but scattered population stagnates in 
the interior and lives in the haciendas in a condition close 
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to slavery. In Lima this is discussed with caution and 
fantasy. The people are dazed by the violent transitions 
from the primitive to the 2th century, It is the conser- 
vative editor, the supporter of General Odria who has sup- 
pressed the Apristas or people's party, who will talk with 
dismay of the great wealth of the feudal landowners and mur- 
mar of estates where the owner has still the right of life 
and death over his peones, 


I found that one could get a particularly striking glimpse 
of the rich families at parties in Lima or at some fashion- 
able tea, The clothes of the beautiful women come from Dior 
or Fath ~ who are kept going by South America - and they 
wear beautiful jewellery, But one never hears of these rich 
families buying works of art, leaving fortunes to Founda- 
tions, or even wildly enjoying themselves, They gamble. 
They buy yachts and houses in France in a gloomy way, The 
wildest thing they occasionally do is to produce a revolu- 
tionary leader like Haya de la Torre, Their real passion 
- and it is the Spanish one - is for the power politics, the 
eternal manoeuvres of family life, The stress on the sacreé 
ness of the femily in religious utterances is not purely 
religious; it is also the political idea of a colonial 
society which still looks on itself in terms of family power, 


The left-wing writer who claims that the intellectuals are 
now all left wing, that Apra, though suppressed, is very 
mich alive and will “rise against American imperialism and 
free the Indian,” will suddenly frown and say, “but every- 
thing is very complicated, It is impossible for a foreign- 
er to understand our politics," He is thinking of the two 
kinds of family power in the country: the family that owns 
whole provinces, and the family power of the bosses and per- 
sonalities within the parties, 


In one sense at least the situation has affinities with 
politics in the United States = that is to say, it has little 
relation to anything European in origin - but exists in cir- 
cumstances which mst resemble those of Zngland in the time 
of the barons, In saying this, one has again to note that 
the general who rules on behalf of the colonial aristocracy 
is not an aristocrat, He is a mestizo and proud of the 
fact, In this, though he stomachs no liberal or progressive 
policy, and holds his own because of the modern arms Peru 
acquired in the second World ar, he inevitably represents 
change, There are still political prisoners on San Lorenzo 
but he has become moderate, In all these countries that 
are in the building and exploiting stage, it is the intel- 


lectuals who suffer and the masses who remain outside the 
pale, 


Old Lima of the single-storey houses with the high doors 
that go to the eaves, the painted verandahs, the crille and 
the courtyard roofed by mats against the sun, is being 
pulled down, A new city of avenues and lipstioked with 
neon lights, sometimes handsome, often pretty, but inevita- 
bly impersonal, with merciless open spaces, is replacing it, 
The displaced population crowds the slum under the Vesuvius- 
like mountain beyond the bull ring, (Peru and Venezuela 
alone in South America maintain the bull fight and the scene 
in Lima is as rich as that of Seville.) 


When I was there, there was a sudden mass migration to the 


desert outside, In this warm, rainless climate one can 
live out of doors all the year; and a few poles and paln- 
matting will give a family the two walls which is all they 
need, The desert migrants forced the city to bring them 
water, They were not all Lima people, The population in- 
creases because the Indians are leaving the estates in the 
interior and are escaping into the towns where the wealth is, 


And not only wealth; a poor boy can get to school and the 
university, Peru has merely been slower than the other 
republics in moving with the times, because the Andes have 
locked it off, because the wealth has for a long time been 
locked in femily safes, because the Humboldt ourrent; has 
given the coast a lazy climate, because it faces the Pacific 
and is far away, I was ill in Lima and the maid said "Don't 
go out today, There is a cloud in the sky.” A wise remark 


in that strange hot-oold climate; but so timeless, so deeply 
Spanish, 


V.S, PRITCHETT 
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BOOKS IN GENERAL  REASSESSMENTS 


GALSVORTHY'S "FORSYTE SAGA" 





In 191 when "The Man of Property” was lished the split 
between the “serious” and the “middleb: novel, which had 
begun perhaps with Meredith, was, though ever » not 
yet generally recognised, In 1920 when "In Chance app- 
eared seemed irrevocably marked off among the 
goats, D.H, Lawrence in his famous essay published in 
1928 characteristically preserved his distance from Joyoe 
and Mrs, Woolf by treating Galsworthy's olaims with most 
un-Bloomsbury like seriousness, but it was, of course, only 
in order to dam him the more effectually, Only perhaps 
the more stuffy of academic oritics and, of course, foreign 
professors and students have continued to place “The Forsyte 
Saga” in the great tradition, Por the rest Galsworthy's 
readers wore the many and,if serialization on BBC programmes 
is any criterion, it mist be supposed that many of the many 
still read him, 


The great split is viewed more equivocally by novelists 
today, Experiment in novelewriting no longer has freshness. 
Narrative, plot and the traditional socially set characters, 
which to an earlier generation seemed so many strangling 
knots, now offer promise of a lost solidity and vigour, 
Dickens under analysis has revealed strange depths beneath 
his popular form, George Bliot, that miraculous harmoniser 
of sales and seriousness, has been rediscovered, As a re- 
sult, entertainment is no longer regarded as the mark of the 
beast, The younger generation, who find a fresh charm in 
calling their elders “Sir", lent an attentive ear to Mrs. 
Woolf's old bogey-bore Arnold Bennett when his novels poured 
forth in Penguin form two years ago, 


For myself, on re-reading them, Bennett, for all his tech- 
nical brilliance, seemed to me to “mtter mmblingly and low 
as though his mouth were full of dough", What of Galsworthy? 
I first read “The Forsyte Saga" at the age of fifteen with 
great respect and pleasure, I re-read it in my late tren- 
ties with less respect but still groat pleasure, I must 
confess that I re-read it last week with no respect and pre- 
cious little pleasure, 


The immediate and most striking defect of “The Forsyte 
Sega” is its complete failure in conflict, Conventional 
middle-class readers have always found satisfaction in the 
gradual shift of Galsworthy's sympathies towards the sound 
values represented by Soames Forsyte, Sven D.H. Lawrence 
who, with his brilliant analytical powers, at once saw that 
the “higher values" represented by Irene and Young Jolyon 
were entirely hollow, yet seems to have regarded "The Man of 
Property” as promising some satirical attack upon middle- 
class values which was never fulfilled, I can find m 
evidence of this, From the very first chapter with its 
heavy conventional ironic writing - feeble descendant of the 
early Dickensian manner - the theme hangs slack, without 
tension, "When a Forsyte died = but no Forsyte has as yet 
died, death being contrary to their principles, they took 
precautions against it” - this is the language of “Martin 
Chuzsslewit", not even of “Our Mutual Friend", and it came 
seventy years too late, There is no moment, I think, at 
which Galsworthy does not pull his punches against the For- 
sytes from the very start, And against them he sets Bosinney 
and Irene who are virtually nothing, This, of course, is 
increasingly evident as we look back from half a century, 
Reading “Hovards End" today, we find it difficult to differ- 
entiate the dividend-reposing cultural romanticism of the 
Sohlegels from the world of the Wilooxes, Yet, set beside 
Young Jolyoh and Irene, the Schlegels seem almost the quard- 
ians of eternal values, Ag D.H, Lawrence saw so clearly 
Irene, the symbol of beauty, emerges by the end of "To Let* 
as euch an embodiment of “the bitch” that one is led to 
speculate whether Galeworthy, with cynical regard for sales, 
has not covertly directed his satire against the values of 
his readers, The speculation, however, is too subtle, He 
is clearly at one with his readers -on the side of soundness 
and dividends and Soames with a nice sense of beauty and 
whimsy and lovely Lutyens houses and Young Jolyon in the 
offing. 



















































































Lawrence, in fact, with his religious reverence for sexual 
seriousness, does Galsworthy too much honour, Of course, 
it is patent that the conflict between Soames and Irene, 
between property and passion, lacks reality because the sex-~ 
ual truth of passion is just not there, But the transoend- 
ent values which Irene and Bosinney are supposed to oppose 
to Forsytism are not only to be sought in passion, The 
forcing of Irene's bedroom lock, so daring in 1906, has been 
allowed to dominate the scene too long, The more important 
symbol is surely the house at Robin Hill, creation of the 
passion of Bosinney and Irene, gracious home of Irene an 
Young Jolyon, It is here that Swithin sees Bosinney “slob- 
bering on" Irene's handkerchief (it is noteworthy as a oom - 
ment on the unreality of that passion that we see it onl, 
through the eyes of Swithin and Monty Dartie), But Robi: 
Hill is not only the citadel of romantic, illicit passion, 
it is a tribute to Taste, Charm, fase of Living, Tolerance, 
Humour and ‘arm Affection, For there, as much as the sexual 
passion, that Lawrence notes as deficient, are the values 
which Galsworthy purports to be setting up arainst the dead 
world of the forsytes. 


That Robin Hill itself is a ghastly building is perhaps 
not to be unduly stressed, Aesthetic symbols in novels 
from "The liarble Faun" through “The Golden Bowl" and onwards 
are notoriously dubious, If Galeworthy liked a clase-roofed 
inner courtyard with calleries end iris pools, we can only 
wonder at yesterday's tastes but we do not have to read 
much of Irene's interior decorations or Young Jolyon's wmter- 
colours to suspect that: Taste and Charm are - indissolubly 


wedded together in Galsworthy's positive values, Ae the 
gracious life proceeds at Robin Hill we cannot be surprised 
that it ends in the utterly selfish rofusal of Irene and 
Young Jolyon as possessive Mum and good pal Dad to allow the 
nebulous Jon to marr leur, The Tolerance, Warmth and 
Humour of Robin Hill in such selfishnoss and - in Whimsy, 
"What exactly is beauty, Lhium?” «asks little Jon, and Irone 
replies, “What exactly is = oh, Jon, that's a poser", Self- 
conscious and ti¢ht-lipped, Young Jolyon's side, the Romants 
side, differs in no ree from the lorsytes in their intel- 
lectual or emotional expression except by the spurious 
youthful charm that they cast around their incoherence, 
For the intellectus life of Robin Hill in the Twenties we 
ret this: “Nothing's the god of today, we'ro back where tho 
Russians were sixt rs ago, whon they started Nihilism,” 
"No, Dad," cried Jon suddenly, “we only want to live, and we 
don't know how, | ise Of the past = that's all!” “By 
George," said Jolyon, "that's profound, Jon, is it your own?” 
After the orgies ilsworthy's Romantics, we turn with 
rolief to the Wrone forsytes, to fashionable Winifred whose 
incoherent "“lionty, i're the limit” at the crisis of her 
life has a certain note of sincerity, 

Shall we then re-ossess Galeworthy by seeing him as the 
half-conscious poet of property? To some extent thie is 
clearly the case, though if Soames and James are more like- 
able than Young Jolyon and Irene, it is only os the Carpenter 
vas nicer than the “salrus by pretending less, Nevertheless, 
it is only in the portraits of James and Swithin and the 
aunts that the solidity we hope for is conveyed, To this 


extent "The hian of Property” is better than its two success- 
ors, and “In Chancery” better than "To Let” because of ‘/in- 


ifred and Monty. ialeworthy, in fact, succeeds really in 
his minor characters, “ven they, howev»r, share the quality 
that ruins Soames as o fictiona) creation, An examination 
of Soames shows that o large part of his personality is 
built up out of interior momlogues, reflections on tho 
changing ways of Englend = @ sort of maundering "Cavalcade" 
that grows and swells the narrative of "The Forsyte Sage’ 


out of ell shape. is this formal failure which finally 
condemns Galsworthy, for it revwals alike his lack of values 
and the cold heart beneath his sentimentalianm, In "The Kan 


of Property” we have « quartet of Soames, Irene, June an 
Bosimney - yet Galsworthy's imaginative sympathy never really 
oncompasses June, And so itis in the later books tha‘ 


Annette and Jon, essential corners of the formal shape, er: 
thrown to the wolves without mercy, are never even realized 
as human beings. t is a dead cosy world through which an 
ley wind whistles, snd however we may criticize Mrs, Woolf’ 
generation, we must respect thm for their shunning of it. 


ANGUS WILS! 




































T A EAD POET 





I asked the river-god a song 
Wherewith to mourn your fallen head. 
Ko anewers but a low wind crept 
About the stones of his dry bed. 


The fingers of insomnia 

Turning the pees of self-hate 

Are like the inouvrious wind that stirred 
the papery reeds on that estate. 


In other days I knew the god 

Who fleshed and chuckled in the sun. 
Where has he taken now his moods 

Of shadow and his sense of fun? 


The requiem I might have had 
From him you would have understood; 
Just as you also understood 
How hard a thing it is, though good, 


To hold your pesoe and wait your tims 
When there is nothing to be said. 

I know it now; 1 knew you both 

But he is gone, and you ere dead. 


Even the wind has stopped; no sound 
In this dull air is born to live; 
So I my desperate silences 

To you my friend and poet give. 


JAIZS REEVES 


THE BRITISH SOLOMON 





"James VI and I," By David Harris Willson, Cape, 30s, 

In 1603, suddenly, out of a Scotch mist, James I appeared 
in England, ‘\/hat a triumph it was - surely the greatest of 
all the boasted triumphs of the British Solomon, Ever since 
he could remember, he had been scheming for this day, To 
obtain the throne of England, to escape from the dangers, 
the poverty, the humiliations of being a mere King of Soots, 
there was no indignity which he had not swallowed, no sacri- 
fice which he had not made of consistency, honesty or self- 
respect, Rather than risk the illewill of Queen Elizabeth 
he had allowed his orm mother to drift to her doom, only 
remarking, somewhat callously, that she must drink the ale 
she had brewed, He had hawked his spiritual and political 
allegiance to all and sundry, Pope and Kirk, Prince and 
rebel, until a disillusioned Jesuit declared that the King 
of Scotland would accept the crown of England from the Devil 
himself, And this career of dissimulation had begun very 
early. At the age of sixtesn, “that false Scotch urchin", 
as Queen Elizabeth oalled him, had boasted that he could 
outdo any Scots politician in “inoonstancy, perjury and 
falsehood"; and the Soots politicians admitted the truth of 
his remark: hewas, they said, “the greatest dissembler 
that ever was heard of for his years". Now, twenty years 
later, his hopes were fulfilled, James VI had become 
James I. No wonder he was overjoyed, He was, said the 
Ynglishman who brought him the good news, “like a poor man 
wandering about forty yeors in a wilderness and barren soil 
and now arrived at the Land of Promise”. 

What does aman do when at last he finds himself in the 
Promised Land? Does he at once gird himself to tackle new 
problems? Alas no: on this subject the Old Testament is 
only too explicit, One goes a-whoring after strange gods, 
consorte with Sons of Belial, hangs about the fleshpots, 
deviates from the way of the Lord and practises nameless 
abominations under every green tree and upon every high hill, 
To us in England the reign of James I is one of our great- 
est ages, the age of Shakespeare and Domne, Raleigh and 
Bacon and the Authorized Version of the Bible, It is also 
the formative age of the English Church and English Puri- 
tanisms in it Banoroft and Andrewos worked, the Pilgrim 
Fathers sailed and the Great Rebellion was inspired, But 
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what was all this to King James? He had arrived; 
already "an old king” who needed no new lessons; 
know intimately the mind of God, 
the prerogative of Princes, and “the history of all states 
and nations"? To him England was but a new and more com- 
fortable field in which the royal learning could be dis- 
played, the royal tastes gratified, the royal favourites re- 
warded without those tiresome Scottish restrictions of tyram 
nical pedagogues, turbulent noblemen and an empty treasury, 
No doubt he had his virtues, He was a genial, liberal, 
tolerant bonhomme fond of peace, ikmowledgeable about 
witches, ‘and with a rude Scots wit, But his complacency 
was fetal, It insulated him from the new country which he 
did not seek to understand, And so it was in his reign 
that the Court - that coarse, prurient, lavish, drunk and 
disorderly court which so shocked men used to the majestic 
kaleidoscopic formality of Queen Zliszabeth ~- became, and re- 
mained throughout the century, separate, sometimes fatally 
separate, from the country, 


he was 
aid he not 
the habits of the Devil, 


Consequently the Life and the Times of King James are sep- 
arate studies, and it was a good idea of Professor Willson 
to write not a history but a biography and thus to connect 
the English with the Scottish reign of King James, In this 
instance biography unites and explains what historians have 
too often divided, Professor Willson is already well-known 
to historians for his work on Jacobean Parliaments, He 
writes with perfect scholarship and his style is enriched by 
sense and wit, I have read his book with pleasure and ad- 
miration, How refreshing (for instance) to find a book 
which does justice to the statesmanship of Sir Robert Cecil 
whom historians have recently conspired to decry, but whose 
policy, I believe, can be shown to have been consistently 
enlightened! How pleasant to be led through the prickly 
theological labyrinths of the time with such untheological 
civility! And then he is not too censorious either, The 
Puritans were very sharp egainst King James's court with its 
expense, its gross eating and drinking, its parasitic army 
of “bewds and catamites," No doubt it was all very repre- 
hensible, . But there is something irresistibly engaging 
about this royal figure-of-fwm, this craven omniscient 
pedant, this ludicrous and transparent time-server, who, un- 
like most of his dynasty, actually acquired instead of 
losing a throne and died peacefully in possession of it, 
Among kings we expect to find an occasional Don Quixote; 
but King James is our Sancho Panza: a Sancho Panza who, 
after being tossed in a blanket for nearly forty years by 
the Scottish aristocracy, ultimately became, for another 
twenty-two years, governor of his Island, 

H.R. TREVOR-ROPER 


THE DEBATE CONTINUES 





"A Life for a Life?" 
7s, 64, 

"Capital Punishment as a Deterrent: 
By Gerald Gardiner, Gollancz, 6s, 


By Sir Ernest Gowers, Chatto * Windus, 


and the Alternative: 


It is more than a century since anyone wrote a book in 
support of the death penalty, though there is no shortage of 
memoirs by judges, policemen, and hangmen who remark, as 
they go along, that it is a Good Thing. But it is because, 
on the other hand, there are so many books by abolitionists 
that I oan never begin reading one of theirs without a feel- 
ing of despair, It can only be the mixture as before - the 
case for the death penalty, set up as a cock-shy, will be 
slanted rather than stated; the case against it, unanswered 
because unanswerable and yet withered and blunted by time 
and use, will have the same sad quality as the Hyde Park 
speaker with the frightening text t whom no-one ever listen. 


These two books break new ground, The declared purpose 
of Sir Ernest Gowers is to summarise the facts and arguments 
about capital punishment as they were presented to the Royal 
Commission of which he was Chairman, Much of this material, 
through not strictly relevant to the questions that restricted 
the Gowers Commission, has an important bearing on the ques- 
tion of abolition; but, buried as it is among the volumin- 
ous and expensive Minutes of Evidence, it is not accessible 
to the ordinary man, This book would for that alone be 
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valuable enough, because few people will 
the entire Minutes of Evidence; 


ever read through 
but fortunately Sir Ernest 
goes beyond the terms of reference he has laid down for hin- 


self, and lets fall a good many comments which not even his 
modest demeanour can deprive of their unique authority, On 
"jury disoretion", for ingtance, the proposal that was so 
universally oondemed and which drew fromthe Lord Chief 
Justice a promise that he would resign if it got through, 
Sir Ernest says that although it is clearly dead the Home 
Secretary exaggerated when he called it “unworkable” - it 
works well enough in other countries, On the rather extra- 
vagant reverence always accorded to the words of Sir Alexan- 
der Paterson (whose prestige, he nevertheless reminds us, 
was “deservedly immense”) he recalls that Paterson set little 
store by the experience of foreigners, because “you would 
not argue from the acceptance of compulsory military service 
in France that it would be tolerated in this country," He 
does not need to do more about the Bishops and Judges than 
report salient passages from their speeches “dead pan", but 
he does it very dead pan indeed, with all the factual errors 
intact; and to study this part of his book, on one's road 
to the discovery that Article 37 of the Thirty Nine Articles 
shows why the Church recognises hanging as permissible, is 
to go nearly sick at the inhumanity of moral logic. 


Neither of these books betrays any such feeling. Sir 
Srnest Gowers begen his four-year chairmanship of the Royal 
Commission as a man ‘probably in favour of the death penalty” 
At the end of this book he is able to explain quietly why 
all the facts and arguments, rational and emotional, led him 
to the conclusion that capital punishment for murder ought 
to be abolished, In the long abolitionist campaign begun 
in 1820 by Samuel Romilly, Sir Ernest's declaration will 
always be recognised as one of the great milestones. 


Samuel Romilly begins and ends, also, the perfectly argued 
and timely book in which Mr, Gerald Gardiner, Q.C., has set 
out in response to many requests his belief that: 

“one requires some justification before deliberately 
killing people and that, while I dare say there are a 
good many things to be said against capital punishment, 
the real point is that there is nothing whatever to be 
said for it,” 


It would be inexcusable, says Mr, Gerdiner, to oriticise 
an argument unless that argument is first stated both effi - 
ciently and fairly. In Part I of his book he therefore 
states the rational oase for capital punishment with an 
almost disquieting efficiency and a fairness that seem to 
reflect the long years in which he has sat in Court, listen- 
ing intently and apparently ummoved to the heresies of 
forensic opponents, Then he shoots it all down, with 
consummate ease and at greet speed, pausing here and there 
for little summaries: 

“The only way to stop verdicts of manslaughter which 
should be murder, to stop juries sending sane men to 
Broadmoor, and to increase the conviction rate to the 
level which the facts justify, is to abolish capital 
punishment," 


In Part II he states the emotional case for capitel punid- 
ment, and does it with sympathy and with a scrupulous regard 
for the fact that truth may sometimes be accessible to the 
spirit when the utilitarian road has seemed to lead nowhere, 
I should have thought that the destruction of this was the 
more formidable of his tasks, but he seems to find it rather 
easier, At the end, as at the beginning, he reflects that 
“capital punishment", a convenient phrase, "still means that 
about once a month they take some man, woman, or youth out 
of a cell and kill him on a gallows.” 


The importance of these ‘two distinguished books is hardly 
diminished by the recent vote in the House of Commons, But 
having re-read, in one or other of them, all the familiar 
jeremiads about what abolition is going to mean, I can now 
see what Bentham must have had in mind when he sat down to 
compose what Leslie Stephen called “The Noodle's Oration": 

"What would our ancestors say to this, Sir? How does 
this measure tally with their institutions? How does 
it agree with their experience? Are we to put the 
wisdom of yesterday in competition with the wisdom of 
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centuries? (Hear, hear.) Is beardless youth to show 
no respect for the decisions of mature age? (Loud 
cries of Hear! Hear!) If this measure is right, could 
it have escaped the wisdom of those Saxon progenitors 
to whom we are indebted for so many of our political 
institutions? Would the Dane have passed it over? 
Would the Norman have rejected it? Would ......." 
Over now to the House of Lords, 
C.H, ROLPH 


BOOM IN RELIGION 





"Protestant - Catholic - Jew: an Sssay in American Religious 
Sociology." By Will Herberg, Doubleday (New York), £4,00, 


Religion certainly seems to be booming in America, “Our 
people, declared the Methodist bishops in 1954, “ere atten- 
ding public worship in larger mumbers than we have ever 
known ..... New churches are being onterprised in every area 
of America ..... “Giving has reached an all-time high", Other 
church=leaders report the same, Religion has today in 
America an intelleotual and social appeal which a generation 
ago it seemed to have lost, How did it happen? Mr, Herberg, 
following Oscar Handlin and H, Richard Niebuhr, says that it 
came from the virtual ending of immigration in 1924, By 
then the third generation from the nineteenth century influx 


was dominant, According to Hanson's Lew, “what the son 
wishes to forget, the grandson wishes to remember", But he 
cannot remember his grandfather's language or ethnic dif- 


ferences, which would make him un-American; 
his grandfather's religion, This enables him to locate him- 
self ina plural society, and have a “brand name", For 
historical reasons religious pluralism is natural in Ameriog 
people accept the co-existence of several olurches of equal 
status, and a good citizen will belong to one or other. of 
them, but it does not matter which, 


so he clings to 


The so-called "melting pot" of America has not resulted in 
a synthesis of all the nationalities and faiths of the 
immigrants, Instead, all have grown towards the middle- 
class Anglo-Saxon ideal, in three main versions: Protestant 
(68 per cent), Catholic (23 per cent), Jewish (4 per cent), 
only 5 per cent expressing “no preference", Though the 
three groups remain socially separate, all uphold “the Ame- 
rican Way of Life", with its characteristic virtues of demo-~ 
cratic equality and optimistic idealism, "To be a Protes- 
tant, a Catholic or a Jew are today the alternative ways of 
being an American", The craving to “belong”, says Mr, 
Herberg, is probably stronger today in America than it has 
ever been, Men and women feel insecure amid declining 
faiths and international crises, Religion seems to offer 
the best defence against inner uncertainty, and a stiffener 
of national morale against Commniem, Americans in the 
nineteenth century moved from a mood of " tradition=-direotian" 
to one of “inner-direction"; now they are subjecting them- 
selves to “other-direction", 1,6, they wish to merge in the 
social group. 


Mr, Herberg examines the inner structure of the three vor- 
sions of Americanism, Protestantism is split into many 
churches, partly corresponding to social strata, Catholicism 
is dominated by the Irish, The Jews tend to be neither 
Orthodox nor Reformed, but moderately traditional, and more 
of them are alienated from religion than in the other two 
groups. Negroes and Orientals present a special problem, 
All take religion seriously, yet it is somehow secularised, 
concerned more with social adjustment than with the creat 
issues of Jewish-Christian faith, It is important to 
"believe", i.e, to have « positive, optimistic attitude to 
life, but not to believe anything in particular, The author 
complains of “a religiousness without religion, ... with 
almost any kind of content or none, a way of sociability or 
‘belonging’, rather then a way of reorienting life to God", 


This is certainly a strong indictment, though Mr, Herberg 
hastens to say that there are no doubt factors which socio- 
logy oamnot explain, le notes that deeper stirrings are 
evident in some American theologians and in some of the more 





sensitive young people, His own theology is of the modern 
neo-orthodox type, which (I would respectfully suggest) is 
inelined to be censorious, He nowhere considers the pos- 
sibility thet, in spite of all the defects which he sees, 
something new may be emerging in America, Pragmatic ideal- 
iem may be the genuine twentieth century American mould of 
the ancient Jevich-Christian tradition, Popular religion 
inevitably has oll the usuel faults, but at its core there 
may be something roal, 

H,L, SHORT 


ENCOMIASTICK CRITICISM 





"Predilections", By Marianne Voore, Faber, 18s, 

Mise Moore, in the first of the sorappy tessellations of 
quotations which make up this book, applauds for its pre- 
cision Johnson's word "“encomiastick", applied to Dryden's 
account of Shakespeare - "a perpetual model of encomiastick 
oritioiem,” And plainly, if these writings of hers are 
criticiom at all, “encomiastick” is what they are, Like 
Mr, Rendall Jarrell, though more quietly, Miss Moore as 
critic is one of the cheer-leaders of literature, hooraying 
here for Eliot and Pound and Stevens, Auden and W.C, 
Williams and Cumnings and Louise Bogan, Bacon and Cocteau 
and Sir George Sitwell on gardens, Some of these pieces 
ere very slight indeed, reprinted short reviews which bear 
re-reading no better than such things usually do, I don't 
think Miss Moore will succeed where Mr, Jarrell failed ~ in 
getting an English public for Dr, Williams, (The disorep- 
anoy between American and British estimates of him is get- 
ting embarrassing, ) And the section on Auden is also dis- 
appointing, being concerned with Auden as moralist and 
betraying a little of the conscientious ooncern about large 
issues which ruined some of Miss Moore's poetry written 
during the war, On the other hand, some adroitly placed 
quotations (this is Miss Moore's one weapon = "Yes, but 
just listen to this bit") make me want to go back to Cum- 
minge and forward to liise Bogan, And the Yallace Stevens 
sections are also persuasive, the best things in the book, 


It ought to go without saying, but it doesn't - least of 
all in donnish circles here - that iss Moore is a very 
good poet indeed, And what she writes here is poetic prose, 
nothing De La Mare-ish, but prose very like her own poetry, 
As euch it is as undigestible as poetic prose notoriously 
is. The logical gaps between one image and the next in her 
poetry correspond to the gaps between one quotation and the 
next in her prose; and the effect there is no longer charm- 
ing, the inoonsequence is no longer just an effect but looks 
like the fact, Of course, in this magpie's nest some of the 
debris is very bright in itself - for instance, the beat of 
the orchestral conductor, illustrating how in poetry passion 
and precision go together, 

It begins fer back of the beat, so that you don't see 
when the down-beat comes, To have started such a long 
distance shend makes it possible to be exact, Whereas you 
can't be exaot by being restrained,” 

This, in its context, with its application to poetry, 
acts like poetic metaphor, an analogy with the force of 
conclusive proof, And it's one of the magpie-thefts; for 
I'm quoting, not Miss Moore, but Miss Moore quoting, (It's 
this perpetual ducking in and out of quotation marks which 
accounts, presumably, for oan interesting feature of this 
volume = an errata-slip of splendid dimensions, ) Then , 
infrequently, Miss Wloore speaks out af inverted commas, what 
wo got may be as bright as the best epigrams -as when justi- 
fying the coarseness of orchestration in Wallace Stevens : 
"Reverie is not a diplomatic occasion in Liberia,” But she 
oan also sink so far as to say of Pound's "Cantos", “Unpru- 
dery is overemphasized ond secularity persists.” And I'm 
still puzzling over a similarly devious image of Auden as "a 
publisher's emissary insistently offered at luncheon a dish 
of efts,” 


Good luck to anyone who thinks he oan't afford to miss 
such audacious preciosity in using the English language, 
But it reads better in excerpts than in bulk and though 
this is one of the most original books we shall see this 
season, still as a devout admirer of Marianne Moore tt poe, 
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I should have preferred it less encomiastick and more judi- 
cious, just as generous but more astringent =< above all, less 
mannered, For after all, when you ask the reader to allow 
for your idiosyncrasies, he's going to start allowing for 
your generosity to, 

DONALD DAVIE 


CRIMEAN CROUCHBACK 





“Henry Clifford V.C.: His 
Crimea,” Michael Joseph, 


Letters and Sketches 
42s. 


from the 


The centenary of the Crimean War has seen no serious reap~ 
praisal of that curious campaign, so laboriously and ineffi- 
ciently fought by an eighteenth-century army of aristocrats 
and mercenaries under the angry and critical eyes of the 
nineteenth-century middle class, But it has sent the des- 
cendants of Crimean officers sourrying to turn out their 
drawers, end resulted in the hopeful publication of a few 
volumes of war letters, greatly varying in value, Nothing, 
however, has appeared comparable in size or interest = or, 
one may maliciously edd, in price - to this collection of 
letters and water-colours which Mr, Cuthbert Fitzherbert has 
exoavated from his family records and set most sumptuously 
before us, It deserves a moh wider public than its lavish 
production makes possible, 


Clifford represented a newclass in military affairs, 
though one which has been made almost too familiar to us by 
Mr, Evelyn Waugh, He sprang from the old Catholic gentry, 
the great cousinage of Arundells, ‘Stourtons, Welds and 
Blounts who had been excluded from public service for 150 
years and who only since 1829 had been allowed to hold com- 
missions, One can discern in him all the Crouchback quali- 
ties: the wide cultural background, the neophyte enthusi- 
asm, and desire to be accepted combined with a certain ine- 
vitable detachment, Moreover, he occupied an ideal pos- 
ition for observing the progress of the war: a staff officer 
at Brigade Headquarters, on intimate terms with Lord Raglan, 
he was none the less sufficiently near the fighting line - 
unlike most of the “gilded staff" - to win a very good V.C. 
He could range apparently at will to any part of the allied 
lines; and he lived - most inestimable of comforts in the 
purgatory of cholera and md before Sebastopol - ina dry 
tent where he could write in comfort, His duties, once the 
campaign had settled into the tedious rut of siege warfare, 
involved little beyond keeping his elderly and querulous 
brigadier alive; and we can trace as the letters proceed 
the lowering of spirits and the disillusion of the gay 
young = and gay old = blades of the staff as they realised 
that war was not only bloody but boring, and that it was 
making demands on their forethought and administrative abi- 
lity which they were quite unable to fulfill, "We don't 
want nice gentlemen, swells about Clubs, out here but young, 
active, intelligent men, who know what a soldier is and what 
he wants." We know from French military historians how 
appalling was the confusion and general débrouillage with 
which our allies conducted their campaign; but to Clifford, 
in comparison with the British, they seemed paragons of effi- 
cient administration and professional ability. 


The letters are illustrated by sketches of a really ast- 
ounding virtuosity, An artistic father had fostered in Clif- 
ford a talent for painting precise and pretty water colours 
of a type usually found in sketch-books of the Grand Tour; 
and this, without any modification, he applied to delinea- 
ting the ghastlicst details of battlefield scenes, with re- 
sults comparable only to the more terrifying works of Callot, 
Ho spares us nothing of charnel horror, either by brush or 
pen, There was nothing emotional about Clifford's approach: 
it was all part of the trade of war to which he had dedi- 
cated himself, As for us, it is perhaps salutary to be re- 
minded that war was horrible even before 1914. 


LIICHAEL HO‘/ARD 





In Future Issues 


Kingsley Martin on Driberg's Beaverbrook 

Crossman on Redbrick and the Twentieth Century 
Sir George Thomson on Atomic Energy 

Osbert Lancaster on Curgon the Traveller 

V.S8. Pritchett on Maurois' Victor Hugo 





R.A, S. 
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WEEK-END COMPETITION 


No, 1,357 


Set by Tom Bowling 

Mr, Krushchev has announced that tho Commnist Party pro- 
poses to set up boarding-schools in Russia, for the first 
time since the days of the Czars, “to produce good leaders", 
The usual prizes are offered for a letter of application for 
a post in one of these schools from Dr, Arnold, iss Prisn, 
Mr, Squeers, iiss Buss (or Wiss Boale), Captain Grimes, Lr, 
Chips, A.S. Neill, or Stalky's Hr. King, Limit, 150 words; 
entries by March 13, 


Result of No, 1,354 


Set by Giles Overreach 
The usual prizes are offered for an unprovoked attack by 
Lucky Jim on -ir. ’, Somerset Maugham, Limit, 200 words, 


Report 
An entry crarmed with gleeful iconoclasm, Psychologically, 
Mir, Amis's hero acted with a powerf2l liberating effeot upon 
competitors, who waded in brandishing their ‘tomahawks and 
making every kind of rude face, liost preferred to follow 
the Lucky Jim of fiction: 
“Put up a pint for the old codger," 
my birthday,” 
I lifted my glass and made my Gocring face into it, 
This involves inflating the cheeks until the eyes pro- 
trude and the blood pressure risos, and then exploding 
in a rude noise something like the word ‘culture’... 
Some, however, modelled their oriticism on that of Lucky 
Jim's creator = Len Jokhioco, for oxample: 
I first rend Somerset iiaugheam in a Sunday newspaper, 
when he was discussing Balzac; and I mst say, for a 
journalist I thought ho wasn't half bad ... 
Three guineas to Zdward Blisheon for a really outstanding 
bounderism, two guineas to John ‘lilcox, and half-a-guinea 


, 


each to Trooper Jones ond Bornard Smith, 


Il told hin, "It's 


hiaking his Sunday Times book reviewer's face (which 
tended to merge with his ape imitation) Dixon bent over 
the shoet of paper, Solching slightly, he wrote, "The 
Influence of Somerset Meuchamn on the Lodern Novel," and 
then used his ballepoint pen to deal with an itch in 
his ear, For one frightful moment he found himself 
ectually thinking of Somerset Lauchan, His stomach 
turned over at the thought of that professional story- 
teller forcing neat little stories to happen wherever 
he went, “as thore anywhere he hadn't smoothly ar- 
rived - wus there any place he hadn't milked for its 
ten-page “little masterpiece of narrative"? 

Suddenly Dixon touched his toes three times with his 
forehead, howling like a hyena, and dashed to the tele- 
phone, “Is that Claridge's?" he piped a mimte later 
in his Central Asian wice, “hieugham? Willie?" He 
scratched a buttock gleefully with the split toe of his 
left shoe, "You just listen this, ir, Uup, Here come 
story you ain't nevor told, I tell you it," He broke 


off and clucked like a hen for thirty seconds, timing 
himself by his watch, "You sure miss plenty stories 
on account of you no come Afghanistan,” he shrieked, 


EDVARD BLISHEN 

Immediately after Christine left the flat to go shop- 
ping, Dixon padded into the kitchen in his carpet- 
slippers to look for the remains of the quart of light 
ale he had brought back the previous evening, Searching 
unsuccessfully through a platoon of cobwebbed empties, 
he noticed a book lying on the draining-board, 

"Cakes and Ale", What the hell's it doing here, he 
wondered, Anyone would think it was @ cookery book, 
He looked at the fly-leaf and read: “Happy Christmas, 
darling - Bertran", Feeling a wave of vitriolic bile 
rising in his intestines, he leaned down and started to 
knock tho empty bottles about, Where was the bloody 
ale, anyway, Ashenden, he thought, Sadie Thompson, 
the Reverend bloody Davidson - they should all walk a 
rusty razor's odge in the rain, ‘Somerset Maugham, “hy 





not liiddlesex Usughasn? Straightening himself, Dixon 





















































































aimed a tooeshattering penalty kick at the bottles and 
caught sight of himself in the mirror, His eyes had 
become hostile beads; his lips arched back over his 
teeth like tightly drawn elastic; his jaw jutted alarn- 
ingly; his cheeks were hanging in great folds, He 
realised that he had unconsciously assumed his Cynical 
Old Businessman-Novslist's face, 
JOHN WILOOX 


On lyrtle's tumbled bed was a.book called "On a 
Chinese Screen", He picked it up and read: “I do not 
blame the working man because he stinks, but stink he 
does", Jim dropped the book and jumped on it, It made 
his hands look hairy, 

Then he made his lian of the World face, 

"Lo Grand Monde} ho mttered, "Le laut Monde, scravmy 
flesh and no devil, Or sneering in the old plantation 
among thin, bitohy women, Like hiyrtle, And the yel- 
low faces 0t to pieces with whisky. But at least 


they do southing, not just tell sarky anccdotes with a 
cool, dry igh and sonsitive nostrils. And the South 
of Franco, ind the West End, And cooktails with 
Cor vara," 


He made his Graham Sutherland face and began tearing 
some bed=linen, 


" ,o 

Half-educated medico,” he said, as he tripped over 
the chambor-pot, 

Sprawling in the ruins he made his llairless Mexioan 


face at the hateful book, 
‘You don't care," he whispered, "That's 
you just don't care," 


your trouble, 
TROOPER JONES 


He took a red Biro from his pocket and started to 


fill up the wrinklos in the photograph on the front 
page of the Radio Times, “Pompous old pundit!" he 
jeored, "Toffee-nosed twerp)" and he made his monkey 


face at the photograph as if to refleot the mandrill - 
like features it was begirming to assume, Then, 
changing his mind, he took out his blue Biro, rounded 


the cheeks of the portrait, covered up the eyes, modi- 
fied the shape of the nose, and finally filled up the 
remaining spaces in blue and red, so that the picture 
took on the likeness of the hindquarters of a baboon, 


BERNARD SMITH 


THIS ENGLAND 


Prizes: £1 for the first entry and 5/- for each of the 
others printed, Paste entries on a postcard, 


Burly Edgar John Luff took his secretary - married woman - 
on holiday to ‘rance, 

They shared the e rot - and committed misconduct, a 
judge said yesterday, but since they got back he has been 
deducting £1 2 wook from her salary to pay for her share of 


the accommodation, 
ty : . 
News Chronicle", (C.M. Arnott) 


Police called at a Barnsley hotel yesterday and stopped a 
cabaret show as three oers wearing grass skirts were per- 
forming a “hwla-hula” dance, Ags the danoors left the stage 
the 200 customers hissed and booed at the police and started 


to sing hymns, 


"Monchester Guardian", (17.M. Marolowald) 


The coroner (Mr, “, Bentley Purchase) recorded an open 
verdict, He said, “In many years of experience I have made 
the observation that if a woman is going to commit suicide 
she rerely takes her handbag,” 

"Bvening Standard”. (J. Cooke) 

Because some people objected to the emotional dance, which 
is supposed to send watchers into a trance, the Queen and 
the Duke were shown it for only eight minutes, 


"Daily Mirror", (D.8. Rice). 
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THE ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 


TH2 CHILD, Tik MYSTIC AND THE LANDLADY 





The Society for Tduention Through Art in organising their 
annus] exhibition of "Pictures for Schools" and in persuading 
local Uducetional Authorities to buy extensively from this 
show, are obviously porforming a very useful function, 
Their aim is not to turn children into aesthetes but, far 
more sonsibly, to try to see to it that children are brought 
up with new, original pictures which they notice and discuss, 
around them, The problem of public taste and the visual arte 
in this country is not one of what dreary pedants call Bad 
Tastes the problem is that the majority of people never look 
with any personal interest at any paintings or soulptures at 
all beceuse they have been led to the conclusion - quite 
understandably on the whole - that such works as do oxist 
have nothing to say to them, To encourage children tw be 
interested - on their own terms = in pictures, is to tackle 
this problem at the beginning. 


Yet as a by-product of their principal aim, the S.E.A. 
also achieve something more, They put on the most encour- 
aging mixod exhibition of the year, I do not mean by that 
that they necessarily show the work of the most lively 
artists « they certainly could, but for some unsound reason 
or other many of our best artists, despite the unusually 
high chance of selling, don't submit any works, No, what I 
mean ig that, because the works inoluded have been submitted 
and chosen according toa criterion of pleasure and humen 
interest instead of a self-conscious one of Art, the show - 
this yoar at “hitechapel - seems as gay and normal and com- 
pelling to the stroller-by as a street market, The other 
day a deeply serious painter wrote to me in the same vein 
as Van Gogh used to write: 

"Oh that each town, each village had a little public 
art gallery where the inhabitants could enjoy good, 
strong lively pictures of themselves, their cows, their 
pigs, their children, their whole environment - and 
maybe buy a picture for the price of a shirt or a pair 
of shoos, “that do you think = sane or mad?" 


It may seem mad at the moment, but until it seems sane art 
will remain ao luxury trade or a hobby to which a few dedi- 
onted artists, who deserve better, will tragically sacrifice 
their lives, However, the course of world history, the 
spirit of that letter, the oxample of this present exhibi- 
tion, suggest that such sanity can be striven for now, 


None of this moans that artistic standards of imagination 
and truth do not matter, On the contrary, they only matter 
when they can be applied in a broadly imaginative and real 
context = as in this exhibition, Here it seems far more 
practically worthwhile than usual to point out how beautiful 
Betty Rea's terracotta group of three girls is + rather like 
a Renoir but with feminine understanding taking the place 
of male wonder: or to mention Peter Peri's model of two 
girls spinning round like Merouries Prunella Clough's “liotor 


Cyolist' += the oluteh-hand a bit weak but the identity of 
man and bike well ostablishod » Norman Town's sun-striped 
painting of a sebra, Hoyvarth's emused drawing of Chinese 
children, lM.u. Ward's large colourful machine embroidery of 


two Jamaioans (price £25), Shirley Stone's fabric collages 
of fishing quays, John Sewell's tempera of a youth's siesta, 
Colin Allen's “elsh valley = the white washing sudden as the 
eyes in a coalesmeared face = or Charles Burton's picture of 
two girls sourrying home in the gasefire dusk of winter, 


Thore is also a small photographic seotion recording in 
situ sculpture commissioned for schools, Hertfordshire end 
sicostershire particularly deserve congratulations here for 
resisting the argument that art is automatically a luxury - 
as do also Peri, Senjamin Franklin, Jonzen and Soukop for 
proving that it isn't, Another soulptor eminently suitable 
for such commissions would be George Fullard, 


Ceoil Collins (Leicester Galleries) is an entirely intro- 
spective artist, His figures borrow a little from Picasso 
and rather more from Tarot cerdg and medieval psalters, but 
they owe nothing to observation, The problem for such an 
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artist, unless dedicated to an organised religion,is to find 
themes which can prevent him sinking -into repetitive auto- 
biography. The visionary can either retreat into himself 
or else, like Blake, embrace the world in his own vocabulary 
To Lavater's aphorism: "The fool separates his object from 
oll surrounding ones; all abstraction is temporary folly”, 
Blake significantly added, “Uneasy, because I once thought 
otherwise but now know it is truth, In most of his works 
Collins retreats and separates, giving his pictures only 
superficial conviction by the most skilful calligraphy and 
textur ing. But in two of his large paintings he has found 
themes which sallow his imagination to expand, and it is 
interesting that in these the forms themselves are far less 
thin and brittle, His “Christ before the Judge” is a power- 
ful interpretation of the struggle between the Armed and the 
leek, His “Voice” =~ a painting of a head appearing in the 
waves =~ is less specific in meaning, but compelling because, 
like Lawrence's “Ship of Death", it employs universal, pro- 
verbial images, Terry Frost's abstracts at the same gallery 
are well fed with appetising colours but suggest no reason 
why they should be so kept alive on the level of mere 
sensation, 


Norman Adams (Rolands) is also a visionary artist but con- 
corned with heaviness, light, rocks, horizons, in the spirit 
of Old Testament landscapes (and de Stabl), rather than with 
cryptic signs. 4s in his previous work, his general sense 
of drama prevents him from being sufficiently particular, 
Bach mass or cavern is convinoing enough (painted broadly in 
sombre, rich colours) but the transitions between are 
fuddled, Dead sheep and distant hills both exist in volume 
and have weight but are interchangeable, His vision is 
like the "rubber" dream one has between waking ond half- 
sleeping, In one canvas however - "Y/ithin The Trees" =- he 
suggests what he may achieve, Here the dense foliage makes 
a cup of forest-aired space, the light catches the top lip 
of it, paths penetrate between the trees cither side, and 
everything in its hooded way is so firm that, with the fore~- 
ground figure, one oan drain it to the last = though the 
effect of the potion is somewhat depressing, and I must 
admit that after these tw ‘tywilit exhibitions I found the 
couple of latthew Smith stillelives at Tooths - cach with a 
great floral landledy of a jug in it - an affirmation of a 
world which I find far richer, more populated and morse 
mysterious, 

JOHN BERGER 


MAGNANI THE MAGNIFICENT 





She is back, and the moments seem wasted since we saw her 
last, Oh I know, the cinema doesn't need great actors. 
It can get along, and even be most itself, without them, 
It discovers its “naturals”, it direots them, lights and 
photographs them, edits them, and the resulting performance 
is less than a quarter that of the actor, That is one way. 
The Great actor persists in another, Chaplin found nothing 
fresh in films except that they could give us Chaplin, On 
a street corner, dawdling against a rush hour, gazing in at 
the steamy window, there he would be, The new element for 
genius is the crowd, Out of it comes Anna Magnani and back 
into it she goes, having shouted loudest, given most passion 
to ugliness, made such a spectacle of herself - of which, if 
we were neighbours, we might well complain = as reduces the 
whirl of Cinerama to a donkey ride, 


That the vehicle, as they say, for her art should be this 
time a play by Tennessee Williams, adapted by himself to tue 
soreen, is our good fortune, "The Rose Tattoo” (at the 
Gaumont) gives her all she needs in a part that first 
plunges into tragedy and then works its way up through glow- 
ering thickets to comedy of a bright order, This is, in 
fact, the progression of the film itself, which substant- 
tates an anecdote of a widow enshrining the fallible memry 
of her dead husband in-the rose tattooed on his chest, It 
vibrates with oddity and life, its most preposterous details 
ring true, and quick alternations enable the author - and 
the actress - to slip in those touches of try to which a 
much enlarged screen may (but does not here prove inimical, 
Magnani, with her Sicilian English, does superbly, Her 
hands, no less than the words that at last come fearfully, 
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grasp the tragic moment when they come to teil her of her 
man's death; and those hands afterwards work to buckle her 
into stays, which will split our sides if not hers, She 
never drops from her own high level of comedy, though the 
redeeming lover (Burt Lancaster), having tried to ingratiate 
himself with a rose on his chest and let the whisky get into 
his legs, plays the m rather too thoroughly. The 
director, Daniel Mann, oould have done better, So far as 
Magnani is concerned he tends to out the tragic scene short 
and overspill the romp, However, she triumphs, in a play 
that fills the soreen without staginess, and that is the 
main thing. And when, and in whose hands, shall we see her 
again? Such vitality as hers should act as a magnet on the 
various talents that must join in film-making, I only hope 
that it will and that her money-making possibilities will 
not swamp all. 


Another American stage play, directed by its stage pro- 
ducer, Joshua logan, sets out to capture the eye with its 
slice of life, In the oase of "Pionic" (at the Odeon) the 
play is nothing like as good as Tennessee Williams's, and 
ite merits lie chiefly in its screen excursions, The pic- 
nic itself, which occupies a good middle-third of the pic- 
ture, if funt not a picnic as you or I would think of it, 
but as Mr, Butlin might, The whole town goes out on Labour 
Day to the woods and waterside to enjoy its fling. Fathers 
have to become seals and lie in rows with little sticks in 
their mouths to catch rings; the weight-lifter raises a 
girl high on one hands quartets harmonise; babes howl and 
dogs rush in at one hatch of pionic-hampers and out at the 
other; there are parties round swings, flasks are lifted 
behind the cover of coats, shadows lengthen, the woodland 
(which has even at times rumg to choruses from the back of 
the Odeon) grows quiet, and after a fierce glance into the 
sunset ("It seems as though day were fighting a battle with 
night - I don't want the night ever to come”) the bacchanals 
shift to the water's edge, where among searchlights and Jap- 
anese lanterns a swan boat is seen approaching, "Neewollah! 
Neewollahi" breathes the enchanted mob: Halloween < we are 
told, #0 as not to miss anything - in reverse, Beauty 
lands, a new Queen is crowned, the dance bands get going in 
the night, It is all laid on thick, but then the Americans 
like laying it on thick, even at breakfast, and this fascin- 
ating jumble of regimentation and heart-throbs may soften 
anyone who with another eye may have been learning about 
Tuscaloosa, 


It has been fumny and pretty, but dramatic as well; and 
here the floorboard echoes of the original sound strangely; 
Miss Rosalind Russell acts like mad - and the trees don't 
look right; there is one earnest little face, Susan Stras- 
berg's, that breaks through convention, a real Technicolor 
end....eN0, screen actors should resign themselves to not 
acting, unless - like Magnani - they can blase in black and 
white, 

WILLIAM WHITEBAIT 


THE TWO OTHELLOS 





It was a bold experiment to alternate the Othellos and 
Iagos of Richard Burton and John Neville at the Old Vic. 
If a points decision mst be awarded to Mr, Neville, Mr, 
Burton produced some effective strokes, 


The idea holds within iteelf the seed of its own dom- 
fall. The qualities that go to make up Othello and Iago 
are not mtually interchangeable, Where the Moor is open 
and honest, the Ancient’s honesty is facile, crumbling, 
barely gi.ssing his features till the characters are out of 
sight and he cam turn again to the audience and propound the 
next trist to his villainy. Where Othello is noble, Iago 
finds no ‘level too low to stoop to, Othello is gracious, 
Tago crude in manner; yet the Ancient's speech is subtle as 
a serpent, while the Moor speaks simply, direct from the 
heart, Othello stands for human goodness, Iago for diabolic 
inhumanity, 


Mr, Burton's Othello possessed many of the necessary 
characteristics, but he lacked the more particular attribu- 
tions of majesty, assurance and command. Great dignity he 
had, but it was more of simplicity than a nobility which 








could say "I fetoh my life and being from men of royal siege’ 
The great inherent defences of Othello against the wiles of 
Iago are not so moh abandoned as never erected, Instead 
Mr, Burton relies on sweet reasonableness, It was as 
though he assumed that he had but to state his point of view 
quietly, umexoitably, matter-of-factly for us to give him 
justice, He appealed to us as « court of law, Yet if 
Mr, Burton overplayed the realism, he strengthened belief in 
the quiet reflective passages, Hore he allowed the poetry 
to sing. 


As Iago, Mr. Neville was a symbol-devil, always in the 
ascendency, Quick as a wasp, orew-cropped, lithe and 
leathery, « barrack-room lawyer, toughened in war and dirty 
deeds, he had an instinotive delight in plotting the down- 
fall of his betters, Where the following night Mr. Burton's 
Tago was an evil man, Mr, Neville's was an evil being, THis 
malignity steeped from his depths: his humanity's contri- 
bution was only to mask the evil in the face of the world. 
Bach gesture, each facial impulse, every muance of voice was 
Janus -<m de, Mr, Burton did not attempt this at all, He 
was consciously, almost self-consciously, evil; each action 
seemed thought out, contrived, Pate was not at his elbow, 
The sense of inhuman forces moving, through him, against 
Othello was lacking, His frank, realistic approach whibh 
had culled from his Othello moments demanding sympathy gave 
his Ancient the appearance of a college freshman revenging 
himself for a “hazing”. 


Not that Mr, Neville's Othello would be such a senior, 
His distinction and breeding were too apparent for that: it 
was just his quality of »reoise dignity rather than of magni- 
fioence which prevented him completely snaring our sympathy. 
His commencement was as subdued as Mr, Burton's but he 
stepped up the power of his Moor until at his sudden revul- 
sion for Iago he unleashed a torrent of rage and horror as 
might arise in the breast of one noble and at the same time 
trustingly credulous, if only his strength, his integrity, 
had lasted! If only he had trusted his instinot! Mr. 
Neville is not gifted with Mr. Burton's melodious voice, but 
his stricken,weeping pathos as he spoke of his last love for 
his wife were most movingly uttered, 


The rest of the cast is brisk and serviceable, Mr, Anthony 
White's Cassio, dull-seeming on the first night, had beoam 
by the second more of a bluff honest, if rather schoolboyish, 
lieutenant; Miss Rosemary Harris's Desdemona was attractive 
and sympathetic and Miss Wendy Hiller's Emilia a ribald, 
roruish, but not vicious, creature, MICHABL CRAMPTON 


"La Péri", at Covent Garden 





In 1643 "La Peri” was composed as an oriental fairy tale by 
Theophile Gautier, with a harem, an eastern gentleman weary 
of earthly pleasures and a love-lorn péri, Now, for the 
Sadlers Wells Ballet company, Frederick Ashton has arranged 
a pas de deux in « different key, but with something of the 
same basis, The hero steals a lotun flower from a sleeping 
péri, at which she jumps up and attempts to regain it, Beo- 
ause the hero luste after the fairy and forgets his immortal 
longings, he loses the fairy, the flower and his own life, 
or so it is explained in a long programme poem, The actual 
dance consists of the tussle for the flower: Dame Margot 
Fonteyn a fierce, irritated peri; Mr, Somes a haggard, 
urgent lover, After a dull opening, this ballet achieves a 
nervous tension and a feeling of anger that are new in Mr. 
Ashton's work, La Péri's complicated and sensitive tritoh- 
ings are like those of « beautiful insect in a fury but, 
taken as a whole, the choreography in too much a vehicle for 
the ballerina alone, Michael Somes is on the atage all the 
time, working away, but it is donkey work, He is not one 
to convey an emotional development from immorta) longings to 
immortal lust, so that his sole function seems to be that 
an excellent lever for Margot Fonteyn, The costumes, by 
Andre Levasseur, are exquisitely jewelled; the scenery, by 
Ivon Hitchens, is handsomely splodgy, but unsuited to an 
eastern romance: it invokes 4a teutonic gloom, The colours 
are of mat browns and greens that do not show up the bright, 
spikey figures of the dancers, It is the set for quite 
another ballet ANWABEL FARJEON 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


TORY PROSPERITY 


Sir, - The only sections of the commmity who will be hurt 
by Mr, Macomillen's dearer bread and milk policy are those 
which are already suffering hardship under Tory Prosperity”. 

I am no economist, only « housewife; but it seems to me 
that there is something radically wrong when the relation 
between wages and prices is such that a family oan no longer 
exist on the husband's basic wage, The mich talked pros- 
perity exists only where there are several wage-earners in 
one household, or where the husband is working excessive 
overtime, My husband is «a railway clerk, We live ina 
council house, we have two children, For a considerable 
time we have had to rely on overtime for all our clothing 
and household replacements, Now we have to spend at least 
ten shillings overtime money each week on necessities - rent, 
food, fuel and electricity, We neither drink, smoke, do 
"pools" or visit the cinema, T cannot take a job as my 
ohildren are too young. Many mothers have to =< and the 
children suffer, They suffer also if father has no time at 
home to share their interests, 

If this is Tory Prosperity, give me Cripps's austerity! 

12 Beaconfield Way, JOAN CLIFFE 

Epping, Essex. 


PRISON CHAPLAINS 


Sir, - An interesting review by Mr, Wildeblood in “The New 
Statesman and Nation” of February 18 concerning the remini- 
soences of a prison chaplain gives cause to think, The 
chaplain in question must be of the most reactionary type 
and one can only hope that his views are not typical, 
Evangelism of a somewhat crude order allied with highly coon- 
ventional views upon crime and punishment provide neither 
the sociological approach of a modern humanist nor the tradi- 
tional attitude of the Christian church, but merely the 
ourious amalgam which passes for Christianity among the less 
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educated middle class groups of Protestant origin within a 
oapitalistic society, The churchman concerned with the 
social traditions of his church has as much right to com- 
plain about this approach as has Mr, Wildeblood, At the 
seme time, one point is wholly ignored, Prison chaplains 
are appointed by the Prison Commissioners, Applications for 
appointment, so far as I know, have to be made direct to this 
authority and the chaplain appointed is merely licensed to 
officiate by the local diocesan bishop, Two essential 
changes might be suggested if prison chaplaincies are to be 
made fooal points of valuable social work, The Prison Com- 
missioners should be urged to regard the elder type of 
emotional evangelist as inadequate for an important sphere, 
Advice by the church authorities concerning individual per- 
sonalities considered for this office should have an autho-- 
ritative force, In view of the many local and parochial 
appointments where sociological gifts are required, I am in- 
clined to think that diocesan authorities would perform thir 
task with a more delicate understanding than does a merely 
official body, In any case, reform of the chaplaincies 
should lie along the lines of detaching the chaplain from a 
position where he is, in practice, merely one of the general 
establishment set up to deal with the pumishment of crime, 
27 Campden Hill Road, F.H, AMPHLETT MICKLEWRIGHT 
w.8, 


BALLOONS 


Sir, - As Mr, Ivor Montagu implies in your issue of February 
18 antiCommmist propagandists would have no need of such 
methods as balloons if they were able to purvey their wares 
in Commmist countries with the same freedom that Commmists 
do theirs in the non—Commmist countries, And Mr, Montagu 
might well have thought himself safe in abusing the bailoon, 
uader the delusion that Commmists do not make use of this 
form of propaganda, But if he turns to the "Daily Worker" 
of November 19 1948, he will find the description of the 
launching of larger numbers of “Peace Balloons” with a range 
of over 300 miles which, presumably, endangered airoraft and 
civilians over a large part of Europe, Hadn't he better 
stick to germ warfare? 


EN TER TA INMEN TS 
OYAL Court. SlOene 1745. Eves. 6. Sate 5 & 
8. Thurs. 2-50. “the Threepenny Opera". 
ITY. Sartre's "Nekrassov". fFri., Gate, 
Sun. at 7615+ Members only. EUSton 6391. 
RIM. TOM.5554. 7-30 (ox. Mn+) St» Sno 5, 8. 
"Walts of the Toreadors”. ems. 10s. # yr. 
EFPRYE Vuseum, Kingsland Road, £.2- Sunday 
afternoon, programms of Art & dooumentary 
films. At 2.30 and 4 pem. on March 4, 11, 18 
and 26, 1956. Printed detaile sent on appli- 
eatian to Curator. 
ATIONAL Film Theatre, South Bank. WAT.5252. 
Saturday, March 5, Jams Cagney, Humphrey 
Bogart, in “Angele with Dirty Faces" (a). 
2, 4, 6, 8.15. Open to public. 
RITIGH Premiere of « creat new Czechoslovak 
Film, “John Hues", story of the leader of 
the famous Hussite Movement. Magnificent ool- 
our, spectacle, dram. Scala theatre, Sunday, 
March 18 at 7 pom Tickets 2s. Gd., Bae 6d., 
Ses, Tes 64., lOss from British Csechos loval 
Friendship League, 20 Pont Street, 8.W.1. 
VERXYMAN. Ham.1525. Clair Season. Until Mar. 
lls "An Italian Strew Hat" (U). Chaplin in 
"Champion Charlie" (U). 
OZY Repertory Cinema. BAY.2545. 
"Les Enfants de l'amour" (x). 
| Cae. 17 Dover St., Wel. Sat. Mar. 3. 8-1) 
pem- Danoing to Norman Jackson's Noveltones 
Members Se. Guests Se. Membership invited. 
EXHIBITIONS 
MPERIAL Inatitute 8.4.7. Australian Artists 
Association Exhibition. Until April 2. 
(Closed Good Priday). Admission free. Mon.- 
Pri. 10-4.30, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 2.%0-6. 
LLCOME «Historical Medical Museum. ‘the 
Welleom Building, Euston P vad, N.W.1. Ex- 
hibitions: the Story of Pharsacy; Child Wel- 
fare Through the Ages; The Medicine of Ab- 
original Peoples in the British Commonwealth. 
Monday-Friday. Admission free. 
EDFERN Gallery, 20, Cork Street, W.l. 
yooldse “The Four Seasons". 
Wl. Exhibition closes March 24. 


Maroh 4, 


Alan 
10-6. Sat. 








EXHIBITIONS ~- Contimed 
RCADE Gallery, 26 Old Bond Street, Elegance 
and Sophistication: Painting at the Courts 
of Fontainebleau and Prague, 19-5, Sat. 10-1, 
ONTEMPORARY Art Sooiety, "The Seasons", 
C.A.8. Exhibition at the Tate Gallery, March 
1 until April 15, 
LECTURE COURSES & SPECIALISED TRAINING 
IVERSITY of Cambridge Residential Coursem 
"Soience in the Modern World", a Survey 
Course of modern scientific development for 
teachers and students at Madingly Hall, 
Cambridge, March 3l-April 7, 1956, Fee for the 
Course, including cost of residence at Mading- 
ly Hall, £6,108,0d, Further information may be 
obtained from the Seoretary, Board of Extra- 
al Studies, Stuart House, Cambridge, 
HERS for Peace Open Conference.At Denis- 
on House, 2,50 on March 3, and Holborn Hall, 
2.30 on March 4. Speakers: Miss M.?. Adams, 
0.B.B., M.A., and Mrs, Leah Manning, "The 
Teacher's Role in the Promotion of Interna- 
tional Understanding", Admission 28.64. 
RESHAM College, Basinghall St,, B.C.2, MON, 
2455. Four lectures on “Tale of Genji" will 
be given by the Professor in Rhetoric, Rich- 
ard Hughes Baq,, ©.8B.E., on Mon. to Thurs,, 
Maroh 5 to &. Leotures are free & begin 5.%. 
IVERSITY of London: A course of three 
leotures on “The Development of Historical 
and Religious Thought in Russia in the 16th 
and 17th Centuries” will be given by Prof- 
essor W, Philipp (Free University of Berlin) 
at 5 p.m, on March 6, 8 and 15 at the School 
of Slavonic and Bast Suropean Studies, Univ. 
of London, ¥.C.1, Adm, free, without ticket, 
IVERSITY of London: A course of three leo- 
tures entitled “Anoient Khorasmia: Soviet 
Bxoavations in Central Asia” will be given by 
Professor 8, Tolstov (Corresponding Member, 
Academy of Soiences of U.S.8.R.) at 5,30 p.m, 
on Maroh 5, 7 and 9 at the Institute of Arch- 
aecology, Inner Cirole, Regent's Park, N.W.1, 
The lectures will be delivered in French, 
Admission free, without ticket. 


38 Hill Street, W.1, 





WILLIAM PEEBLES 


EXHIBITIONS - Contimed 
ANYMED Faosimiles and Turnstile Prints on 
show daily, 11 Great Turnstile, ¥.C.1, Ill- 
ustrated catalogue ls, 6d. post free, 
ATURAL History, Biology & Medicine, An Ex- 
hibition of recent publications from China, 
Germany, Great Britain, Poland, the U.S.8.R. 
and other countries, Collet's Gallery, 45 
Museum Street, London, W.C.1, March 6-51, Nwek 
days 11 a,m,-6 p.m, Sat. 11 a,m,-4 p.m, Free. 
jie Years of British Architecture ‘'45~-'55. 
An exhibition of photographs, Arts Council 
Gallery, 4 St. James's Square, 3.4.1, Closes 
March 7, Mons, Weds, Fris, Sats, 10-6, Tues. 
10-8, Admission is. 
te ohes 17-18 Dover St., Wele Willi Baume i- 
ever Meworial Exhibition. 10-6. Sate. 10-1. 
VER Gallery, 32a St, George Street, W.,1. 
lpture by F.E. MoWilliam till Maroh 9, 
LBOROUGH, 17-18 O14 Bond St,, W.1, First 
ion Exhibition, Michel Ciry = Paintings 
and Drewings, Opens March 7, 
EFEVRE Gallery, © Bruton Street, ¥.1. 
ecent paintings by John Minton, Daily 10 - 
5,50, Saturdays, 10-1, 
RCHITECTURE in Australia, R.I.B.A., 66, 
Portland Place, W.1, Till March 24, Mon,-~- 
Fri,, 10-7, Saturday, 10-5, Admission free. 
LIMA =Malecs: paintings from March 7. 
lkor's Galleries. 116 New Bond St., W.1. 
'ALLERY One, 20 D'Arblay Street, Soho, ¥,1. 
stating by Henry Miller (author o/ io 
of Cancer") daily, 11-6. 
TTHISSEN Gallery: The Work of Curt Herrmann 
1854-1929), Daily 10-5,50, Sats, 10-1. 
Until March 24, 142 New Bond Street, ¥.1,. 
os International Art Club Anmal Bxhib- 
ition of Painting and Soulpture Chenil Gal- 
leries, King's Road, Chelsea, 8.4.35, (next to 
Chelsea Town Hall), Exhibition open daily from 
10-6 (including Saturdays) until Maroh 15, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 10-8, Admission ls, 
Penne Sculpture by §, Reychar in the 
Crafteman's Market at Heal's, 195 Tottenham 
Court Road, W,1, 
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Victor Hugo 


ANDRE MAUROIS 
author of History of France, etc. 
André Maurois, who is per- 
haps the finest biographer of 
our time, and well known to 
English readers for his lives 
of , Byron, Disraeli, 
Proust and George Sand, 
has written a ne 
ive y of this 
Sot aon in French 
literature and thought. 
Illustrated We. 
Translated from the French by 
GERARD HOPKINS 


ELIZABETH JANE HOWARD 
author of The Beautiful Visit, etc. 


It would not be fair to the 
reader to give away the in- 
genious construction of the 
story: the author chose it 
because she believes that it 
contains the possibility of 
discovering more about 
situations and people. 15s. 

all prices ere nat 


JONATHAN CAPE 


DOWN TO 
EARTH 


BOOKS ON ARCHAEOLOGY 
IN PELICANS 


JUST PUBLISHED 
Sir Mortimer Wheeler 


Archaeology from the Earth 

A critical account of some of the methods 
whereby the modern archaeologist recovers 
the buried records of the past. With 32 pages 


of plates and many drawings. 3/6 
Also by Sir Mortimer Wheeler 
Rome Beyond the Imperial 
Frontiers 3/6 
REPRINTED 
The Pyramids of Egypt -1.E.S. Edwards 2/6 
The Archaeology of Palestine 
W. F. Albright 3/6 
For books byl. A. Richmond, Stuart Piggott, 
Seton Lioyd, Sir Leonard Woeliey, 
‘and others, write for a full list to: 





Penguin Books Limited 





FOREIGN POLICY & 
THE DEMOCRATIC 
PROCESS sy max seLorr 


See om pene Ge cums debate cn 
American foreign policy into historical 
ty and examines American prob- 


For comparisen the 
oe of ae 


of Soviet foreign policy (Johns Hophins 
Press) - 15. met 


THE CONGRESS OF 
ARRAS, 1435 

A Study in Mediaeval Diplomacy 

BY JOYCELYNE GLEDHILL DICKINSON 
*This full and ing study... . Here 
we may see mature mediacval a 


grappling with the preblem that 
eens Soe Wales Pelans oF 30 
Power conferences—the 


problem of general 

Cees eas many yom of 2 was thet 
dragged on interminably, sometimes 
pt ae and sometimes cold.’ Times Literary 
425. net 


aes RESTORATION 
OF CHARLES II 
1658-1660 

BY GODFREY DAVIES 


. @ work of detailed value and rare 


efficiency . . . the special value of this work 
consists, as I see it, in the author’s un- 


surpassed knowledge of the press, the 
tracts and pamphiets of that age, and in 
his mastery of every aspect and department 
of the Cromwellian KEITH PEILING 
in Time and Tide (The pieien. Library) 

555. met 


THE BEGINNINGS OF 
NYASALAND AND 
NORTH-EASTERN 
RHODESIA, 1859-95 


BY A. J. HANNA 

The author traces the early history of 
ow and commercial activity in the 
region Lakes Nyasa and Tanganyika, 
and explains how and why the British 
Government 


allowed its interest in that 
region gradually to increase. 355. net 


OXFORD STUDIES IN APRICAN AFFAIRS 
TRADE & POLITICS 
IN THE NIGER 


DELTA 1830-1885 

An Introduction to the Economic and 
Political History of Nigeria 

BY K. ONWUKA DIKé 

Dr Diké draws on local as well as British 


mercial importance, and Dr describes 
how the revolution in trade reacted upon 
the as a and = eo systems of the 
the cxisting native 

oamae s were gradually supplanted. 
305. net 
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Harmondsworth, Middlesex Oxford University Press 








Good review... 


“ The story is told with such concision 
and tautness and speed, such controlled 
suspense, such electric peetry of the 
weird mid-century soul, that I held my 
breath before this Olympic display of the 
art of fiction, this four-miaute mile of 
the contemporary novel.” ROLAND 
CAMBERTON, Truth) 


er bad review ... 


“ Like a semsational ‘X’ film writicn in 
remarkably readable prose . . . wholly 
American, meurotic, hysterical and 
humorless, asid with little to receramend 
it except a certain lasciviousmess.” 

JOHN BETEJEMAN, (Daily Telegraph) 


What is 
YOUR verdict? 


Read ERSKINE CALDWELL’S Gretta 
(Heinemann, 13s 6d) and decide 
Fe ee ee 


A cA Tt 


Two new novels 


Better Strangers 
TONI HOWARD 


The first novel to be published in this 
country by this highly gifted American, 
who lives in the South of France. Set in 
Paris, it is a story of love and murder, 
u forgetable for the vitality of its 


characters and the poignancy of its them« 
porg 


12s 6d 


The Way to 


Paradise 
VERLIN PEARSON-ROGERS 


hen Joris disembarked on the island h 
iid not remember how he had got 
there or who had advised him to come 
He could not even remember who he 
was But there was one 
his mind 


A brilliant first novel of great 





JdOs 6d 


Me tne sObiry HEAD od 




















CONCERTS, LECTURES AND MEETINGS 
OYAL Festivel Hell Wednesdays at 5.45 
(until Merch 7). Bach-ilandel Conoerte with 
Boyd-Neel Orchestra, Thurston Dart end Ralph 
Doanes. WATerloo 31°1- 
OSTROPOVITCH. ne S.C.R- present for the 
firet time in England Russia's Finest 
Cellist with the Royal Philhermonic Orches~- 
tra, oon. Hugo Rignold. Programme ino ludes 
Dvorak's Cello Concerto, ew or en Ale 4th 
Symphony. Saturday, March 3, at 6 poms, at 
Royal fective Eoll, WAT-3191. l5e., l2e. 64, 
7 . *s °. + 64. 
we y SR TT By Friends Hse., Bus- 
ton Road, Lyndon, W.W.1. April 15, Mra. M- 
Wilner, "Psyo. “Analysis and Art". April 17 
Dr. D-W. Winnicott, “Psycho-Analysis and the 
Sense of Guilt". April 24, “&r- R-Money-Kyrle, 
"psycho-Analysis and Philosophy". April 27, 
Dr+ E- Jaques, “Psycho-Analysis and Social 
Problems in Industry". Mey 1, Dr. J-Bowlby, 
"Peyoho-Ane lysis and Child Care". May 8,Miss 
Ie Hellman, "Psycho-Analysis and the Teacher" 
Tioke te 4s. each or om guinea for the series 
at the door or in advance from the British 
Psyoho-am lytical Society, 65, New Cavendish 
Street, London, Wels 
Chinese Theatre - Illustrated with film 
& slides. Speakers: John Chinnmery, Michael 
Halliday, Peter Townsend. Chairmen: Miles 
Malleson- Mahe tm Gandhi Hall, Fitsroy 8&q-, 
W.C.l. Thurs., Merch 6, 7-30 pem- Arranged by 
The British Drew League and =  Britain-~<Chine 
Priendship Ass Tickets ls. 64. & 28. 6d. 
from B.C.F.A+, 226 Gray's Inn Road, W.C.1. 
HE Atomic Age -~ Perspectives and Problems. 
Science for Peéee public conference. Speak- 
erss D-G- Arnott, J.D. Bernal, F-R-S+,J +B-8- 
Haldane, F.1.8- 2 pems Sat. Maroh 10 at Hol- 
born Assembly Yel) ohn's Mews, W.C.1. Det- 
eile from 72 Doneraile St-, &.W.6- 
CA. 17 Dover St-, Wel» Tues. Mar. 6, 
pem- Illus. lecture: “The Humanistic Ele- 
ment in Contemporary Art” by Henry Roland. 
Members la. 6d. Guests Se. Membership invtd. 
HE West Lohdon Ethical Society, 13 Prince 
of Wales Terrace, Kensington High Street, 
W.8. Sunday March 4, 6-50. Music & Readings. 
7 pem., He J» Blackham: “The Dimensions of 
Human Existence”. 
Linguists' Club, WNiddry Lodge, Campden 
Hill Road, W.8. at 6 pem- Maroh 10. Herr H. 
Linton: Das deutsche Lied. 
ASTL Spence speeks on Coventry Ca thedrel 
with lantern elide i’*ustrations. (Arranged 
by Finsbury art Group). Finebury Public Lib- 
rery, Skinner g++, (n+ Finsbury Town ue 11 
Rosebery Avenue, E.©.1.), Tues. Mar. 6, 8.15. 
Non-members le. 6d. 
NWDIAN Inet. of Cultwre, London Br., Friday 
March 9, 8.30. Mr. P.D- Cornwell, "Yugo- 
slavia® (illustrated), 62 Queen's Gardens, 
W.2., off leinster Terrace. 
SONALIST Group. mite lecture at Commay 
Hall, Thureday, Maro. 6 at 7.30 peme R«S-W. 
Pollard on “Should Veleetary Suthanasia be 
made Lawful?" 
USHKIN Club, 24 Ke: imeton Park Gardens, 
Welle PARK 7579. Pri. mwoh 2, 8 pem Kyril 
Zinovieff, “Chaadaev". Fri. Mearoh 9, 8 psm 
Evening of Slavonic Music by young artists. 
*F. Horrabins "The Middle Best - Past and 
Present". dampstead Ethical Soe., 783 Fin- 
chley Road, N.W.1). nr- Regal Cinem, Golders 
Green, Sun. March 4 at 7.15. 
CIFIST Universe )ist Service, 3.30, Maroh 4 
King's Weigh Hou Church, Bimey §t., W-1l. 
nr. Bond St. Sta ti- iscourse, John Ferraby 
"Baha'ie and the ¥ treat Peace". 
UDDHIST S00 ie ty. peoial Public Meeting, 
Caxton Hall §. ¥ d. March 7, 6.30; 
‘ "The Path to ligt mn. - III. Buddhist 
Ethios", Ver -unasiri Mab ‘mora. Read "The 
Middle my* @e- “G5 qu orly. Infm. 16 
Gordon 8q-, ® ule, » Buddha Jubilee 


6.15 


EU8. 

Year 2500 begging 24.5.56. 
GA» Talks every Sate 2.30. March 10; "From 
Shadow to Subi nos." Seymour Hall, Seymour 

Place. Wel. Arr. Shanti Sedan. : - 


BLIN Debating S. ‘et; requires members. 
Box 2724. 





EASTER & SUMER SCHOOLS 
State of the Party. Fabian Easter School 
at Beatrice webb House, Dorking, March 29 ~- 
April 2-6 Speakers includes Jems Callaghan, 
Kingsley Amis, Sydney Silverman, Sir Frank 
Soskice, W-J.P. Webber, Roy Jenkins and John 
Biggs-Davieson. Detaile: apply Fabian Society, 
1l Dartmouth Street, S.W.1- 
Iv. of Birmingham. Easter Study Tours. 
Greeces Antiquities end Art. By air, £98. 
Italy: Art & Architecture, reil & coach, £49. 
Frances: Cathedrals. By coach, £38. Germany: 
Industry, by air, £45. Dets.. from Extre-tural 
Dept., the University, Edmund gt., B'ham, 5. 
RITAIN, Past & Presents Easter Festival at 
Brasiers, Ipeden, Oxon. 
ASTER & Sumer Dram Schools, Theatre Club, 
London, W-1l., & Leatherhead Repertory Thee- 
tre, Surrey. 8, 9 or 14 days. Director: 
Marian Naylor. Precticoal courses in scting 
under professional staff. Syllabus from 
Registrars Mra. Medd, Heeathdene, Otford ,Kent. 
OUSE Party Holidays. On our house parties 
you will enjoy e cheerful, varied holiday 
in the company of interesting people fron 
Britain or abroad -all at very reasonable 
all-inolusive cost! Language tuition avail- 
able. Our 1956 house parties are held by the 
sea in Britain (Sussex, Wales, Cornwall), in 
Sweden (near Stockholm), in Austria (Kitebue- 
hel) and in Switzerland (Lake Geneva). Cost 
from 7 gns- pews in Britain, from £26. 10s. 
abroad. For detaile write for our Leaflet - 
Erna Low, 47( HP) 014 Brompton Road, &. W. 7+ 
APPOINTMENTS VACANT 
HE engagemnt of persons anewering these 
advertisemnts must be made through Local 
Offiee of the Ministry of Lebour or a Sched- 
uled Employment Agency if the applicant is a 
mn aged 18-64 inclusive or a womn aged 
18-59 inolusive unless he or she, or the em- 
ployment, is exoepted from the provisions of 
the Notification of Vecanocies Order, 1952. 
USTRALIA - University of Sydney. Applica- 
tions are invited for the position of Lect~- 
urer in History. The salary for a lecturer is 
within the range £41,200 - £41,740 per annum, 
plus cost of living adjustment (£426 mn, 
£420 women), and with annual increments of 
£480. The salary is subject to deductions un~ 
der the State Superannuation Act. The commen-~ 
cing salary will be fixed according to the 
qualifications and experisnoe of the success- 
ful applicant. Preference will be given toe 
candidate with qualifications in the olassio- 
al history of Greece and Rome. As the appoin- 
tee my eleo have to undertake som teaching 
in other branches of history, candidates are 
invited to ctate their qualifications in sub- 
jects other than Ancient History. Finance 
available for home purchase under Staff Men- 
bere’ Housing Scheme. Purther particulars and 
informtion as to the mthod of application 
my be obtained from the Secretary, Assooia- 
tion of Universities of the British Com- 
monwealth, 36 Gordon Square, London, W. C. 1. 
Closing date for the receipt of applications, 
in Australia and London, is Maroh 10, 1956. 
TT? London School of Economics and Political 
Soience (University of London). Applica- 
tions are invited for an appointment in 0c to- 
ber 1956 to an Assistant Lectureship in 
Social Anthropology. Salary scale £600 x 50 - 
£700 per annum, with superannuation benefits 
& family allowances. In assessing the start- 
ing salary, due consideration will be given 
to age and experience. Applications, with the 
names of three referees, should be received 
not later than 15 March 1956 by the Secretary, 
London School of Economics and Political 
Science, Houghton Street, Lonmion, wW.C.2., 
from whom further particulars may be obtained. 
UDOLF Steiner School. Upper School yathe & 
eience teacher required. Box 2680. 
Bt Netional Federation of Young Farmers’ 
Clubs req. junior shorthand-typist for in- 
teresting work in Publications & Education 
section. 55 Gower St., WC.1. MUS .9944. 
XPD- seo-/sh'hand typist, start after Eas- 
ter. Full dets. age, exp.: R.M. Stephenson, 





Solicitor, St. Mary's, Isles of Scilly. 
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APPOINTMENTS VACANT - continued 
woes Tutor required for September 1956 in 
women's residential college for adult edu- 
cation (South London) to teach two of the 
following subjects; Psychology, Philosophy, 
History, Economics, Art History. Resident 
posts good honours degree and teaching exper~ 
jence, preferably with adults, essential. 
Selary: Burnham Further Education scale with 
teachers' superannuation. Forms of epplica- 
tion and particulars from Seoretary, Hill- 
croft College, Surbiton, Surrey- Closing date 
for applications March 12. 
Sur maLy qualified mn or womn required to 
combine the post of Assistant to the Dir- 
ector of Part-Time Training for Youth Leeder- 
ship, with the Wardenship of Barnston Camp, 
Wirral. Salary £550. (subject to suitable 
qualifications) plus self-contained 5 roomd 
flat at Barnston and meals when campers are 
in residence. The person appointed wd. be 
eligible to apply for the post of Direotor of 
fraining which will becom vacant in Merch, 
1958, due to retirement. Application forms 
obtainable from General Secretary, Liverpool 
Union of Girls' and Mixed Clubs (Inc-), 19, 
Williamson Street, Liverool, 1, to be ret- 
urned within 14 days. 
RETARY reqd. by Gen. §eo., Town & Country 
Planning Association. Extremely interesting 
pleasant job for young woman with intelli- 
gence, energy, initiative. Salary not less 
than £400 to start. Write briefly or ‘phone 
for interview General Seco., T.C.P.A+, 28 King 
Street, W.C.2. ( TEM-5006). 
QGpess to combine idealism & drive by 
assisting great humanitarian cause. British 
Council aiding Israel's oldest hospital needs 
two organisers to conduct appeal London and 
Provinces. Good sal. for suitable applicants. 
Apply Chairman, British Council of the Shaare 
Zedek Hospital, Tavistook House &., W.C.1. 
SSISTANT Warden, o/f., wtd. April for emall 
Internat. Residential Adult College. Teach- 
ing, admin. duties. Apply: The Warden, Syskon 
College, Millfield lane, N-6. 
ANAGER (m.) required for experimen tal 
youth canteen Elephant & Castle area. Exp- 
erience youth work and ability handle sym- 
pathetically difficult adolescents needed. 
Som knowledge simple catering desirable. 
Mainly evening work. Salary £500 (or higher 
according to experience). Write, giving full 
qualifications, to Box 2908. 
ECRETARY shorthand-typist, sml1l voluntary 
organisation dealing with delinquency: in- 
teresting and varied work; commencing salary 
£7 pew» Three weeks annuel holiday. Box 3129. 
WAN Travel Agent requires Personal Assis- 
tant, willing to undertake secretarial and 
light housekeeping duties. Salary and free 
accommodation. Box 5201. 
ZPERTIEWED teacher required for 
cookery, emi] olese of ladies om evening 
per woek. Apply Golders Green Kosher Cookery 
Classes, Golders Green Synagogue, Dunstan 
Road, WW.1l. 
T= Progressive English Group needs 4 teach- 
ors of English. Som knowledge European 
languages 


advamed 


an advantage. Write only to James 
Shorrocks, 1080, Goldhurst Terrace, N.W.6. 
LL-round mn, genuinsly interested in educ- 


tion, wanted to help on practical side in 
London co-educational school. Pull/part-tim. 
Good working conditions. Box 2927. 

ART-time situation. Reliable person wanted 

to take baby into park afternoons. Phone 
PAD +8266 before 10.50 a-m., or after 6 pom 

FP your daughter is an excellent mitter and 

would like to work on « magazine, erite to 
Box 2720. 

APPOINTMENTS WAN TED 

ADY (38) trained supervisor analytical Lab. 

foodstuff) requires job urgently. Similar 
or attached hospital or reception. Box 2623. 

IRL, 24, longs for job in London Art Gell- 

ery Responsible, capable, able to type. 
Box 2768. 
‘ews Accountant/Commroial Manager 

requires post with progressive 
Box 2833 


(43) 
concern. 
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